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8.Education/ Life-Long Learning Program

Japanese School System

The Japanese school year starts on April 1st and ends on March 31st of the next year. The basic school
system 1is consisted of 6 years of elementary school, 3 years of junior high school, 3 years of high school,
and 4 years of university. Elementary to junior high school is provided as compulsory education.

After graduating from junior high school, students have a choice of attending a public or private high
school for 3 years or a national technical college for 5 years, and a further 2 years of study in the
majoring subject. After high school, students have a choice of attending a 2-year college for an associate s
degree or a university for a bachelor s degree, and then have a further choice to go on to graduate school
for their master s degree and doctoral degree. There are other various choices of technical colleges to

acquire vocational knowledge and skills.

Kindergarten

In Japan, you have a choice between public or private kindergarten schools.

< Entering Into a Public Kindergarten>

eEligibility:
Children who are Okinawa City citizens and will be 5 years old as of April 1st of the fiscal enrollment
year.

eEntrance fee and monthly tuition:
Entrance fee: 7,200yen
Monthly tuition: 4,400yen/month (1/12 of the annual tuition [52,800yen])
Monthly tuition for extended child care: 5,600yen/month (For those who use afternoon child care
services.)
Other expenses: Snacks (Please confirm with the kindergarten regarding this, as prices may differ
for each kindergarten.)

eFlow of events until becoming admitted into kindergarten:

Middle of |Notification of new entry applications (/285 0D/\7JF) for public kindergarten schools
October will be sent to eligible households.

Pick up the enrollment application form and medical examination report from at the kindergarten or
Child Care/Kindergarten Division or City Residential Division at the Okinawa City Hall. Completely

fill out the forms in order to prepare for enrollment. Visit your internal medicine or pediatric doctor for

Preparation
for

Enrollment . N
the medical examination.

Beginning |Visit the assigned kindergarten for the application process on the date and time written on the
of notification postcard. A basic interview will be held by the principal, so please bring your child with

November | you.

Beginning

One-day orientation schoolin
of March Y g

April Entrance Ceremony
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eOther
* The assignment of the kindergarten is based on the school district.
- Extended child care will be provided at all kindergartens. Applications will be accepted at the same
time as the enrollment application process. (Capacity: 25 children per class)

* Some public kindergartens provide 2-year child care for 4 year old children. Eligible households will

be notified during the enrollment application period. (Capacity: 25 new applicants)

< Entering Into a Private Kindergarten>

There are four private kindergartens in Okinawa City, and a unique curriculum is provided at each

kindergarten.
Contact each school directly for tuition and application details.

*Koza Seibo Christian Kindergarten TEL: 098-937-7065

* Seibo Christian Kindergarten TEL: 098-937-4935
*Aisei kindergarten TEL: 098-937-3332
* Aiiku Kindergarten TEL: 098-933-5727

[Contact] Child Care/ Kindergarten Division (Hoiku-Yochien Ka) or corresponding kindergarten.
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WEH T, YHERESOREEZE3ED. BOMEE (NIRSLOYHEREENERD) 527, In Okinawa City, in order to promote kindergarten education, there is a system that provides
- IR government ai y the Ministry o ucation, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology to encourage
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kindergarten enrollment) to parents and guardians who wish to enroll their children into kindergarten.

<P YHEOREIHIE> <Subsidy System for Public Kindergartens>
OXIRE e Eligibility:

HAEEDIRES T, WENDEHIYHBICTERE LTI T, FOXNREEICHYSTDE, Parents who live in Okinawa City, whose child attends a public kindergarten school in Okinawa
OIS EE E FEE City, and also applies to the eligibility criteria listed below.

. _ o N o Eligibility and Exemption Amount:
« BHRFEICMTINESHERBOASEIZEENIFERREI TS, £ERELT,

(AERRCREBNOZEERER]

-Households with an residential income tax status of “exclusion from taxation” for the relevant fiscal

year, or households receiving public assistance.

« BERFECMNINESHRBOPSSIEREENEEBUR BRI, [Total Exemption of Entrance and Tuition Fees]
KEFHFHICOZTFUTIE6BICHHEN SEAINDERETELILIZTE), *Households that pay less than the standard amount in income tax of residential tax.
[ IREBOELED 3 DD 2 DEEER) *Please refer to the materials distributed by the kindergartens in June regarding the scope of coverage.

[ 2/3 Exemption of Annual Tuition]

% If a household has more than two members who have an income, the taxable amount per capita

X UEBHEDP 2 AMEICHENDDHEIL. StRREEEE8T D,
X FANDREBBIERIFSNIE A

income will be combined. taxable amount per capita income
2 Extended child care fees cannot be exempted.
NINDTZB I DO TRENDBIRZFTLEINDNIE. SRVUIYHBEICHFFHSZ2LTIITSL,
If you apply to any of the above, and wish to get a exemption, please complete the exemption

DY e application process at the public kindergarten your child will be attending.

MTDIZHERE. PHHENREDL LU TR0,
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eDocuments to Submit

Submit the following documents to your child’s kindergarten:

(2) MHENERRB N OSIERE (1) Record of investigation regarding tuition exemption.
(3) THERMPASIIAE. HRFEMIAE (BEMEN Q) ZR2E LU TIS) (2)  Request for residential taxation (FHBJ#Y #5257 and income certificate (FT{SFEEA).
4) BERZEA (KE. SRHDHINTNICE, HRETIE) (3)  Income certificate for residential tax(ERFIPASEBAE) and taxation certificate(H ERAEERIEE

BAZ) (Submit “(2)” to Property Tax Division to receive those certificates.)
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(4) Copy of Residence Record Transcript (registered domicile and family relationship must be
written. Issued at the City Residential Division).

eRecruitment Notice and Deadline:

XEBNIREIF. SAXRBFITEZYLTNET, Recruitment Notice: Around June (sets of application forms are available at the kindergarten)
@ ZDith Deadline: Around June until July (about a month after the recruitment notices are sent out)
BB UTEEESIEL T\ AR ENSRTY, 25 « HERAELLUTRE() * Applications for additional entries will be accepted until the end of March.
oQOther:

- B PSS CERRICDONT, 1 HEN'S 2 AMESRFIDIHEEIE—T,
< WERREMRICSIA S EREBRFICDONTIE. BBETLET,

+ Foster parents are also eligible to submit applications. Contact the Child Care/ Kindergarten
Division.

* You can submit the photo copy of taxation/income certificate and residence record in case there
are more than two eligible child in one household.

* You will be refunded at a later time if you have already paid the tuition fee before the subsidy is

approved.
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<Subsidy System for Private Kindergartens >
o Eligibility:

Parents who live in Okinawa City, whose child attends a private kindergarten school in Okinawa City,
and also applies to the eligibility criteria listed below. (3, 4, and 5 year old children as of April 1st are
eligible.)
oOther:

*Households that receive public assistance based on the Public Assistance Act.
*Households whose payable residential tax amount of the relevant year will be zero.
*Households whose payable amount of residential tax on income tax of the relevant year will be zero.
*Households whose payable amount of residential tax on income tax will be below the standard
amount.
2 If a household has more than two members who have an income, the amount of taxable income
ratio will be combined.
eDocuments to Submit
Submit the following documents to your child s kindergarten:
(1) Record of investigation regarding tuition exemption.
(2) Request for residential taxation (HBIATERA75EF) and income certificate (FT1SEEEA).
(3) Income certificate for residential tax(fIERFIPIISEEBAE) and taxation certificate(fHRFERAFE8A
£) (Submit “(2)” to Property Tax Division to receive those certificates.) If you do not have any of
those documents, submit a document to certify your income such as W2 or payroll certificate.
(4) Copy of Residence Record Transcript (registered domicile and family relationship must be
written. Issued at the City Residential Division).
If one of the parents of the eligible child is an active-duty military personnel or civilian,
and are not registered on the residence certificate, they must submit a copy of their ID.
o Flow of the Application Process:
Recruitment Notice: Around June (sets of application forms are available at the kindergarten)
Deadline: Around June until July (about a month after the recruitment notice is sent out)
Provision of Subsidies: March
< Applications for additional entries will be accepted until the end of December
oOther:

- Foster parents are also eligible to submit applications. Contact the Child Care/ Kindergarten
Division.

*You can submit the photo copy of taxation/income certificate and residence record in case there are

more than two eligible child in one household.

[Contact] Child Care/ Kindergarten Division (Hoiku-Yochien Ka) or corresponding kindergarten.
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Elementary/ Junior High School

< Flow of events until becoming admitted into elementary or junior high school >

Households with eligible children for elementary and junior high school enrollment
Middle of October [will receive a school enrollment notification”Fi= « ¥EE@EIE” (post card). Please

conform the event schedule and venue on the written notification.

Around February | Orientation

April Entrance Ceremony

% If you lose the school enrollment notification post card “Gi « SEFEEE" |, visit Educational Affairs
Division (Gakumu Ka)to get the card reissued.

2% If your child will be enrolling at a national, prefectural or private elementary or junior high school, please
turn in a copy of the acceptance letter, etc. to the contact below.

% Ifastudentis a dual national and wishes to be exempted from the school attendance requirement in Japan in
order to attend a school on the U.S. Military base, please bring a proof of dual nationality (such as a passport
issued overseas) and an inkan (personal seal) to the Educational Affairs Division to complete the procedures.

2 If you are planning to move before enrollment, please notify the contact below.

%% If you moved in from an outer city or moved within Okinawa City after October, please visit Educational
Affairs Division (Gakumu Ka) so you can receive a new school enrollment notification st « YEEERE" .

[Contact] Educational Affairs Division (Gakumu Kz) TEL: 098-937-6602

mList of schools in Okinawa City

Elementary Schools Junior High Schools
Goeku Elementary School Goeku Junior High School
Koza Elementary School Koza Junior High School
Nakanomachi Elementary School Yamauchi Junior High School
Ageda Elementary School Misato Junior High School
Moromi Elementary School Bito Junior High School
Shimabukuro Elementary School Ageda Junior High School
Yamauchi Elementary School Miyazato Junior High School
Kitami Elementary School Okinawahigashi Junior High School

Misato Elementary School

Bito Elementary School

Miyazato Elementary School

Takahara Elementary School

Murokawa Elementary School

Mihara Elementary School
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Awase Elementary School

Hiyagon Elementary School
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< Procedures to Change Schools —Elementary & Junior High School >

oIf you are moving within Okinawa City:

(1) Please contact your child s current school to let them know you are changing schools. Obtain your child s
school registration certificate (7275772 and Textbook Issued Certificate (FFE/HKIZ 4572 on the last
day your child will be attending their current school.

(2) Complete the process to change your address, and visit Educational Affairs Division (Gakumu Ka), Board
of Education (Okinawa City Hall, 7F) with your child’s school registration certificate (777/#/2Z) and
Textbook Issued Certificate A HIRIZ a2, You will then receive an enrollment notification.

(3  In order to complete the process of changing schools, visit the assigned school with your child s school
registration certificate (777772, Textbook Issued Certificate (FFVHIXIEH5 572, and enrollment
notification (AA #4722, Your child will be registered at the new school from the following day you submit
all the necessary documents.

oIf you are moving in from outside of Okinawa City:

(1) Make sure that you have obtained your child s school registration certificate (777/72) and Textbook
Issued Certificate FVAXIZ 55772, issued from their previous school.

(20 Complete the process to change your address, and obtain a copy of your original residential registration
certificate for your new residency. Visit Educational Affairs Division (Gakumu Ka), Board of Education
(Okinawa City Hall, 7F) with your child s school registration certificate (777F#72%, and Textbook Issued
Certificate GUEHHXIZ 57172, You will then receive an enrollment notification.

(3 Inorder to complete the process of changing schools, visit the assigned school with your child s school
registration certificate (77572, Textbook Issued Certificate GXF/HXIZ 45772, and enrollment
notification (AA #4722, Your child will be registered at the new school from the following day you submit
all the necessary documents.

oIf you are moving out of Okinawa City:

(1) Please contact your child s current school to let them know you are changing schools. Obtain your child s
school registration certificate (752 and Textbook Issued Certificate (X FHHIZH#55 72 on the last
day your child will be attending their current school.

(2 Get information about the process for the new school at the board of education of the municipal you are
going to move into.

(You will no longer be completing procedures at the Okinawa City Board of Education.)

[Contact] Educational Affairs Division (Gakumu Ka) TEL: 098-937-6602
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‘School Expense Subsidies ‘ (Elementary/ Junior High School)

Okinawa City provides subsidies to households that meet the following conditions. They can apply and receive
financial assistance for educational expenses during their compulsory schooling, such as school supplies, meal
fees, etc.

o Eligibility:

(1) Citizens whose welfare benefit is suspended or obsolete.

(2) Non-taxable households based on the Okinawa City Tax code.

(3) Single parents who are receiving Child Rearing Allowance for Single Parent.

(4) The income of the household is lower than the base amount. (The base amount will vary on the number of

household members and their age.)
o Subsidized Items:

(1) School supply fees for new students.

*6th grade elementary school students (newly becoming first year junior high school students in April of the following

year) who have been certified for school expense subsidies

Or a first-year elementary or junior high school student who is certified for school expense subsidies in April

(2) Supplies such as stationeries, shoes, bags, umbrellas, etc.

(3) Meal fees.

(4) School trip expenses (for those participating).

o Process to Receive Subsidies:

If you are eligible to receive subsidies and wish to apply for them, obtain the application form at your child s
school. Fill out the application form, attach the required documents and certifications, and then turn them in at
the school by the deadline.

3% If you apply anytime after the initial application deadline (May 20th), approvals will be given after the 1st
of the following month.

2% The final deadline is December 20th. If the 20th is on a weekend or holiday, the deadline will be the last
weekday before the 20th.

[Contact] Your child’s school administration office Or Educational Affairs Division (Gakumu Ka)TEL: 098-937-
6602

‘Special'Education School Attendance Assistance Proj ect‘ (Elementary/ Junior High School)

For children attending a special education school, this assistance project will help reduce your burden.

[Contact] Your child’s school administration office Or Educational Affairs Division (Gakumu Ka)
TEL: 098-937-6602
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Hokago Jido Club (After School Childre’s Club) Facilities in Okinawa City

Hokago Jido Club provides child care after school to provide elementary-school children appropriate
opportunities to play and spend time together, to ensure their safety, and to contribute to their sound
development on behalf of their parents.

1.The entry information for the club will be published in the issue of Koho Okinawa (Okinawa City

News Letter) around November.

2.0ther than few of the clubs as exception, they accept children from outside of the school district as

well.

3.As a principle, each club provides transportation from school to their club after school. Parents pick

up their children when they leave their club facility. If you need your children to be dropped off at your

house, please consult with your club.

*Please refer to Okinawa City Official Website for the list of Hokago Jido Club facilities.

[Contact] Children’s Welfare Division (Kodomo Katei Ka)

School Enrollment Experience for Foreign Students

If a foreign child is considering transferring to an elementary or junior high school in Okinawa City
and wishes to experience Japanese school life in advance, an interview will be held at the Guidance
Division of the Board of Education, and a prescribed application form and consent form must be filled
out and submitted.

The Board of Education Guidance Division and the school will then coordinate on the acceptance of the
child, and if possible, they will be able to enroll for a trial admission to the school for about 5 days.
*Please note that neither the Board of Education nor the school will be able to provide interpreters or

other support for the procedures or for the acceptance of students for the trial enrollment.—

e Procedural Steps
(D Parents of the student who wish to experience attending the school must receive an interview at Guidance
Division, the Board of Education (Board of Education 7F), and submit the school enrollment experience
application form and consent form at the Guidance Division.
*For infants and toddlers, the Child Care/ Kindergarten Division (Hoiku-Yochien Ka)will take care of this
service.
@ The Guidance Division will contact the principal of the school and confirm their approval.
@ The Guidance Division will contact the applicant with the result.

[Contact] Guidance Division (Shido Ka), Okinawa City Board of Education (Ex. 2751~2755)

All services are provided in JAPANESE ONLY. Please bring your own interpreter.
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Life-long Learning

K Onr-site Classes “Demae Koza”>
On-site classes serve the citizens life-long learning needs by sending city hall staff to various learning
events that you host to provide briefing sessions about municipal projects and to also provide advisory
classes using their specialized knowledge.
[Eligibility] Citizens of Okinawa City and people who go to school or work for companies in Okinawa City.
Classes are held for groups with more than 10 people. Please apply with your friends or group.
[Available Times) Monday-Friday for 1.5 hours to 2 hours between 9:00 am -4:00 pm on weekdays. If you
wish for a different time range, you must consult with the Career Planning Division (Shogai
Gakushu Ka).
[(Location] The host of the event must ensure the location and make arrangement for the operation.
[Application] Fill out the designated application form and submit it directly to the Career Planning
Division (Shogai Gakushu Ka) more than a month prior to the date of the event you wish to hold.
You can also fax the application form. After making arrangements with the division in charge, a
“Course Granted or Rejected Notification ;ZEEE AT KD FEHZE will be sent to the
applicant.
*You can download the application form from Okinawa City official website (Japanese only).
(Okinawa City Website: http:/www.city.okinawa.okinawa.jp/k061/download/p000147.html)
[Contact] Career Planning Division (Shogai Gakushu Ka)Okinawa City Board of Education
TEL: 098-929-4127 FAX:098-937-3548

< Regional School Support Project >

These projects support schools by providing volunteers in the community in accordance to the needs of the
activities. The support is provided based on the planning by the school management board. Cooperative
Activity Promoters for Schools in the Community work on connecting volunteers to each school to
educational support. This project has been expanding to all elementary and junior high schools in
Okinawa City.
‘Example of Activitie§

» Learning assistance (UDrill scoring assistance (@Book reading (3Story telling about war experiences
@Cooking assistance
« School attendance safety guidance (DMorning and after school patrol @Morning greeting exercise
« Environmental consideration (DFlowerbed maintenance @Facility and equipment repair (©@Tree
trimming
» Club activity mentorship (DAssistant mentor of club activities @Umpiring at games
* School events (DField trip guide (@Parking lot attendant for school events, etc.

*Activities can vary depend on each school’s needs.

[Contact] Career Planning Division (Shogai Gakushu Ka)Okinawa City Board of Education
TEL 098-929-4127 FAX(098-937-3548



