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Core city home to Osaka International Airport

Located north of central Osaka Prefecture, Toyonaka City is a major city that is home to approximately 400,000 people. Many people, goods, and
much information pass through the city, which is connected via Osaka International Airport (Itami Airport) to 40 cities.
Okinawa City’s exchanges with Toyonaka City began in 1964 when Koza City sent a spirit rock and hibiscus plants to comfort the bereaved at
Toyonaka City’s memorial ceremony for war dead and aerial bombing victims. In 1974 at a citizens’ event celebrating the establishment of Okinawa
City, it was declared that the two municipalities would be sister cities. Ever since then, the two have promoted sports and music exchanges.

An Okinawan music performance is included as part of the annual Toyonaka Festival. Toyonaka City has also continued to promote exchange
among the two cities’ residents with performances at the Peaceful Love Rock Festival and exhibits at the Okinawa City Industry Festival.
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Ever-Expanding Circle of Exchange Building Closer Connections Sister Cities

ZHE ifﬁfﬁ EShLL Aichi prefecture, Tokai city
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The largest steel town in the central region

Tokai city has a population of about 114,000 located in the northwestern part of the Chita peninsula in Aichi prefecture. It has the largest steel base
in the Chubu area, and is famous for its orchid cultivation, giving it the name “the city of steel and orchids.”

The exchange with Tokai city began when the village chief of Misato village (now Okinawa City) visited Yokosuka town (now Tokai city) in 1967 and
offered to dispatch staff. Since then, the city has deepened exchanges through sports, eisa and festivals, including friendship exchanges between
junior high schools in both cities, and formed sister city alliances in the 40th anniversary of Tokai municipal organization and the 35th anniversary of
Okinawa municipal organization in 2009. Since 2017, cultural exchanges have been held at the “Okinawa Festival” featuring eisa performance and
Okinawan music.
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Yamagata prefecture, Yonezawa city
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Snow Country Blessed with Abundant Nature

Yonezawa City is located at the southernmost tip of Yamagata Prefecture and has a population of approximately 78,000 people. During the Edo
period, the city was a flourishing castle town ruled by the Uesugi samurai clan (Yonezawa Domain). It is designated as an area subject to particularly
heavy snowfall. It offers enjoyable onsen (hot springs), mountain climbing, and skiing. This city is famous for Yonezawa’s “ABC” ; “A” stands for
apples from Tateyama, “B” for beef and “C” for carp from Yonezawa.

Exchange with Yonezawa City began when one of its residents, Seizen Uehara, collected the remains of a friend of his from the war, who was
originally from Yonezawa City, and handed them over to his family. Ever since then, the two cities have continued exchanges, such as the friendships
between elementary school students that have continued ever since. The two cities formed a sister city alliance on the 20th anniversary of the
establishment of Okinawa City in 1994. Both municipalities still continue their cultural exchanges through festivals, eisa, and other events even today.
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Worldwide Uchinanchu Congress brought together Okinawa City and the City of Lakes and Forests

The City of Lakewood lies near Seattle along the northernmost section of the west coast of the United States. True to its name, it is a city of lakes
and forests with an area almost the size of Okinawa City and a population of approximately 63,000.

At the 1995 Worldwide Uchinanchu Congress, Okinawa City issued a call for international sister city alliances. The following year, civilian
ambassador Irei Moriichi, who was living in Seattle, offered to serve as liaison to support that effort, which led to the commencement of exchanges
with Lakewood. Ever since, the two cities have engaged in educational and cultural exchanges, dispatching junior high school students and arranging
study abroad programs at Pierce Junior College. In 2002, the two cities formed an international sister city alliance, through which they have arranged
tours for citizens of each city, performances of stage arts, training to develop their citizens, and engaged in other exchange.
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