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The history engraved in the changing
of the names of Goeku, Misato, Koja and Koza

During the period of the Ryukyu Kingdom, the area of Misato was partitioned from the
area of Goeku, and these became Goeku Village and Misato Village in 1908 when
Okinawa Prefecture and the island village system were created

After the end of the Battle of Okinawa, which resulted in many casualties from the
fierce ground war, a municipal system was established in the areas where the popula-
tion had seen a rapid increase, mainly in the refugee camps, with Goeku Village
becoming Kosha City and the Misato and Gushigawa areas becoming Maehara City.
However, the population fell once the US military allowed people to move, and the
municipal system was dismantled the next year, with the areas once again reverting to
Goeku Village and Misato Village. Goeku Village, which developed as a gate town
alongside U.S. Kadena Air Base, changed its name to Koza Village in June 1956, and
was elevated to the status of a city in July, when it became Koza City.

In 1974, two years after the return of Okinawa to Japan, Koza City and Misato Village,
which had historically, geographically, and socially been closely related, merged on
equal terms and Okinawa City was born. They were once again a single city, 308 years
after their partition in 1666 during the days of the Ryukyu Kingdom

Okinawa City has declared itself an "International Culture and Tourism City," and is
promoting the development of a city that will evolve into the future by mobilizing the
abundant strength and talents of its citizens, all the while carefully preserving the
culture inherited from its predecessors.
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Connecting History and Culture with the Future
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Okinawa City is home to shell mounds that offer clues about how people
lived in ancient times, as well as many historic sites and ruins, performing
arts, and crafts from the Ryukyu Kingdom period and modern historical
times. Of these, 31 have been designated or registered as cultural proper-
ties at the municipal, prefectural, or national level. Okinawa City will careful-
ly protect the city's cultural assets as historical and cultural heritage and
pass their value on to future generations.
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