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Chibana-Hanaori is a traditional textile that originated in
Chibana, Okinawa City around the 18th century. It is
characterized by flower-like patterns, and the textile was used to
create costumes that were worn long ago when offering prayers
in the traditional Usu-deku rituals. Since that time, the

Chibana-Hanaori has continued to be passed down, and in 2012,
it was nationally designated as a traditional craft.
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Nationally Designated Traditional Craft

Chibana-Hanaori
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Chibana-Hanaori is a traditional textile produced in Chibana, Okinawa
City. Since ancient times, the textile was used to make Hanaori costumes
for women taking part in Usu-deku rituals that were held to pray for good
harvest and good health.

Although the origins of Chibana-Hanaori are unclear, it is said to have
started in the areas surrounding the former Misato Village (present-day
Okinawa City) in around the 18th century. The distinctive feature of the
Chibana-Hanaori is the flower-like patterns woven into the fabric. There
are two types of Chibana-Hanaori; the Tate-uki Hanaori, which has
embossed, vertical designs, and the Nui-tori Hanaori, in which the
pattern is woven like embroidery.

Fabrics normally have the same patterns that are woven in sequence,
but unlike the Hanaori from Shuri and the southern region of Okinawa
Island, which were paid as tax to the royal government of the Ryukyu
Kingdom, the Chibana-Hanaori was not subject to taxation and so, they
were sometimes woven with different patterns at the beginning and the
end.

In September 2008, the Chibana-Hanaori Business Cooperative was
established, and in March 2010, the Chibana-Hanaori was designated as a
traditional craftwork of Okinawa Prefecture. Then, in July 2012, it was
recognized as a nationally designated traditional craftwork. Today, in
addition to the production of Obi fabrics and textiles for Kimono, the
Chibana-Hanaori is used to produce business card holders, neck straps,
and other items.
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