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Whenever a person seesian Eisa performance for the first time, it is almost

certain that they will be dazzled. What is it about Eisa that manages to move
people? Perhaps it’s the sound of the drums echoing in their hearts, or the
passionate movements in the dancing that is valiant and soul-stirring. The real
reason why the Eisa touches the hearts of the people lies in the spirit of the
dancers. The performers from each of the youth associations in the city are ever
so proud to display the Eisa dance of their hometowns.
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A Sports Convention City

In 2004, Okinawa City established the Okinawa
City Sports Promotion Plan, which is based on the
city’s Sports Convention City Declaration, to
promote development of the city and its people
through sports. The city has two fully-equipped
facilities and welcomes both professional and
amateur athletes for training sessions and camps.
The professional baseball team Hiroshima Toyo
Carp has been holding its spring training camp at
Koza Athletic Park for more than 40 years. More-
over, Okinawa City is also home to the profession-
al basketball team Ryukyu Golden Kings and
soccer team FC Ryukyu. The city is the second
hometown for volleyball teams based in other
prefectures.

Held annually in February, the Okinawa Mara-
thon is a major sports event for all of Okinawa
Prefecture with more than 10,000 runners partici-
pating. The marathon proceeds along a unique
course traversing Kadena Air Base and passing by
world heritage sites.

In 2021, construction of Motorsports Multi Field
Okinawa was completed, marking Okinawa’s first
facility for the enjoyment of motorsports. We
hope to make this facility the heart of motor
sports in Okinawa Prefecture.

Okinawa City was also selected to host the FIBA
Basketball World Cup 2023.
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People, the Environment and Shaping the Future

The Okinawa Zoo & Museum is an experience-based
facility complex consisting of a Zoo, a Wonder
Museum, and a Children's Center. The zoo houses
about 150 species of animals, which number
1,000 in total. The Wonder Museum is Okinawa's
first and only Children's Museum, based on the
pillars of philosophy, science and art. The
Children's Centeris a hub for civicengagement.

In Okinawa City, aninitiative called "Demae Kids'

Depot"isrun after school using local community
centers and parks. A nonprofit organization
called Okinawa Hands-On NPO provides a
variety of learning opportunities for children
and their parents living in the city, with 5,000
children using the program annually.

Okinawa City provides extensive support for
childcare. Okinawa City's Child-Rearing Genera-
tion-Inclusive Support Center "Yui Po~to" has a
general consultation counter that provides
support from public health nurses, midwives,
and other professionals. In addition, the
Okinawa City Child-Development Support
Center, Okinawa Family Support Center, and
Akebono Childcare Support Center also provide
support and consultation for a wide range of
child-raising concerns and needs.

Furthermore, the city offers childcare consulta-
tion services from childcare professionals and
opportunities for parents to interact with each
other through its "Gathering Place" program
held at community centers, and also operates
the "OKIIKU" portal site for childcare support.
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In 1985, Okinrawa City declared ‘i‘tsél»f to be a atydevoted to “A City of Peace and Nuclear
- Weapons Abolishm

‘he“ Peace Promotion Actionijlan Revised edition” (established
: tking to furthera variety of peage initiatives, revolving around three
rs:prom g ithrough governmentservicesh improving pedce studies to raise

;awareness about peace, and supporting city residents’participation in peace activities:—
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Connecting, Learning, Acting

On September 7, 1945, the signing ceremony for
the surrender of the Battle of Okinawa was held
at Morine, in what was formerly Goeku Village
(now Kadena Air Base). Okinawa City designated
September 7 as “Okinawa Citizens' Peace Day”
and August 1to September 7 as “Peace Month,” a
period during which various events are held.

The city also publishes and operates "Okinawa
Citizens' Peace Day," a video-based peace
education content website.

The City of Okinawa conducts training for peace
ambassadors with the aim of fostering human
resources to create a peaceful 21st century. Each
year, students nominated by junior high schools
in the city and adults selected from the public
are appointed as Okinawa City Peace Ambassa-
dors who promote peace within the prefecture
and beyond through peace exchanges and other
activities.

Okinawa City's peace mascot, "Kyuna (9.7)," also
conveys the importance of peace through active
participation in peace events.
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L '!Okinawa City’s appeal can be found inits unique cosmopolitan culture blending the

"4k g cultures of United States and Asia with Okinawa’s traditional culture, a process that

*originated in its postwar history as a prosperous city next to Kadena Air Base. To
better leverage that appeal as a resource for promoting tourism, Okinawa City issued
'a declaration proclaiming itself to be an International City of Culture and Tourism,
"~ and has strived to provide better performing arts, crafts, music, sports, events, and”
many other types of programs for tourists as Well as |mprove tourist facilities.
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Nightlife and a Variety of Other Tourist Attractions

The central area of Okinawa City, nicknamed
"Koza," flourished as a gateway town near a U.S.
military base, and the streets have an exotic
atmosphere. llluminated by streetlights and
English neon signs, Koza at night has a different
atmosphere than during the day. Minyo
(Okinawan folk song) bars with an Okinawan
"feel," and venues with rock, jazz, and other live
music are very popular and attract a large number
of people.

Home to many foreign nationals, Okinawa City is
also a great place to enjoy food cultures from
various countries. In addition, bars, clubs, and
Japanese-style izakaya pubs are all unique and
offer an enjoyable nighttime sightseeing
experience unique to Koza. Recently, an increas-
ing number of venues offer great deals on drinks,
and many people can be seen barhopping and
having a great time.

As the best way to explore the charms of Koza,
we recommend the Okinawa City Machimai tour,
where you are taken care of by a guide who knows
the local area well. You can learn interesting facts
and discover secret spots that are not listed in the
guidebooks!
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Tourist Attractions

Okinawa City aims to become a city of international culture and
tourism and features many tourist attractions. These include the
Okinawa Zoo and Museum which houses a zoo and a children’s
museum, other sightseeing spots with a unique exotic feel that
blends Okinawan and American cultures, and an environment where
visitors can enjoy the wonderful nature.
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Southeast Botanical Gardens

The Southeast Botanical Gardens consists of two areas and offers a chance to admire
over 1,300 varieties of tropical and subtropical plants. The Water Garden is full of things
to see, like various palm trees, baobabs, and dragon trees, which are said to be the
longest-living trees in the world. The only pathway lined with Alexandra palm trees in
Japan is found in the Botanical Garden, which is also a must-see. Visitors can also interact
with approximately 50 different kinds of animals within the park, and there is a bird
performance show to enjoy. The Okinawa Tropical lllumination is held every year from
late October to late May and is a popular event where you can enjoy the magical
atmosphere created by lights combined with the delightful, tropical feel of Okinawa.
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Kurashiki dam

A multipurpose dam selected as one of Japan’s 100 best reservoirs, the Kurashiki Dam
is designed for visitors to play, enjoy, and learn about water and nature. The waterfront
that extends about 110 meters utilizes water flow from the northern Yanbaru region
and is a safe and shallow area for small children to play. Built on the park grounds is a
museum based on the concept of “interesting facts about water” where people can
learn about the role of dams and the properties of water. There is also an observation
tower that stands 41 meters in height, offering a panoramic view of the reservoir and
the scenery of Okinawa City.
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Okinawa Zoo and Museum

Boasting a history that extends over five decades, the Okinawa Zoo and Museum
opened on May 5, 1970, on the extensive grounds straddling Okinawa City and Kitanaka
gusuku Village, and is the southernmost zoo in Japan. Including some rare species that
are found in the Ryukyu arc, there are approximately 150 species of animals at the zoo.
The Wonder Museum also stands within the park grounds and offers a chance for visitors
to experience the wonders of familiar things through hands-on exhibits. People can learn
while having fun at this experience-based complex facility consisting of three elements;
science, philosophy, and art.
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Plaza House Shopping Center

Said to be the first shopping mall in Japan, the Plaza House Shopping Center opened
in 1954 while Okinawa was under the US administration, catering to the US military
personnel and their families in Okinawa. There are 54 unique specialty stores offering
clothing, food, everyday items, and entertainment. From fashion and accessories
directly imported from Paris and Milan to various exotic goods, restaurants offering
dishes from around the world, and local souvenirs to high-end brand items, this
shopping center offers a wide range of products.

Y 45— hiEY)
Koza Gate Street

IS~ ~EBUIEZED
D@ KEZFNE
#Hos—~ (HAO) »
5. BiE3305ER0D
tHE+FHETOBE) =
SUFRT . KRz
FICUEmENRA T
Ens. STHHEAE
FON—PHTI. 75
7. RUR + A=Y RBREDBEHNBEEM . Hig80OERIE>cS
THHBOEFNE D EEBESINDELHNEONF T,

Koza gate street

As the name suggests, Koza Gate Street extends from the gates of the US military
facility, Kadena Air Base, to the Goya Intersection where it crosses with National Route
330. Businesses catering to the US forces flourished in this area after the war, and even
today, businesses meeting the demands of people from overseas are found here,
with bars, cafes, clubs, and clothing shops offering dresses and suits lining the street,
allowing us to still feel and see the traces of the past nearly 80 years after the war.
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