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Okinawa City was established on April 1, 1974, by the merger of Koza City and Misato Village. It
is situated in the central area on the main island of Okinawa and is the second most populous
municipality in the prefecture. With the vast US military base in the background, Okinawa City is
often said to be a symbol of postwar Okinawa. Today, many people from various parts of the
world call the city their home, creating colorful and multi-cultural neighborhoods. It has
developed as a core city in the central (Chubu) region, taking advantage of the unique culture
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Okinawa City is located in the central part of the main island of
Okinawa, at 26° 20’N, and 127° 48’ E.The city’s area is 49.72kni ,
with approximately 90% of the area situated below 100m above
sea level, with slopes extending northwest from the east coast
facing Nakagusuku Bay. It borders Uruma City and Onna Village
to the north, Chatan Town and Kitanakagusuku Village to the
south, Kadena Town and Yomitan Village to the west, and
Nakagusuku Bay to the southeast.

The northern part of the city has a hilly landscape and is mostly
occupied by US military facilities and areas. The central area
with the Koza Intersection as the midpoint and where National
Highways 330 and 329 cross, the entire area is a Land Use
Zone regulated for city planning. The coastal lowlands in the
eastern part of the city have been urbanized in recent years and
are seeing an increase in population. The western part of the
city, centering around the Goya Intersection, rapidly developed
as a base town and a major urban area after the war.
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The population of Okinawa City is 142,752 according to the
2020 national census. Since the last census (in 2015), the city’s
population has increased by 3,473 making it the second most
populated municipality in the prefecture following Naha City. The
number of households has also increased by 7,245 to a total of
60,570 households, but the number of persons per household is
the lowest ever at 2.36, indicating the progress of nuclear
families. The ratio of elderly residents has also increased by 2.9
points to 20.9% of the general population, showing that the aging
of the population is further progressing as well. The labor force
population is 51,759 while the working population is 48,643
people. The working population has increased by 5,166 people in
the 25 years between 1995 to 2020, but on the other hand, the
employment rate has been on a downward trend since 1995
when it was 52.2%. The employment rate in 2020 was 42.5%,
reaching the lowest percentage ever.

Additionally, 1,844 residents in Okinawa City have relocated
here from over 50 foreign countries including the United States
(as of January 1, 2023).
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The number of workers by industry in Okinawa City (in
2020) shows that the tertiary industry accounts for the
largest share at 82.66%, while the secondary industry is at
16.17%, and the primary industry is at 1.18%. We can see
that the ratio of tertiary industries is overwhelmingly high.
Among these, wholesale/retail, services, and
medical/welfare businesses account for a high percentage.
(Source: Basic Tabulation of Employment Status, Census
2020, Statistics Bureau, Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications)

As a city of international culture and tourism, Okinawa
City is focusing on developing tourism resources that
highlight the unique aspects of the city, such as Eisa,
sports, music, and more. The city is also working to
promote other areas such as information-related
industries, and traditional crafts such as the Chibana
Hanaori. However, the unemployment rate among the
younger population remains high and our challenge is to
create industries, including the promotion of local
industries such as agriculture, fishing, and manufacturing.
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After World War Il, Okinawa City developed as a base
town, surrounding the US military base. With the fusion of
cultures from America and other immigrant countries with
the local cultures from various parts of the prefecture, the
unique ‘Koza Culture’ was fostered, harmoniously
integrating diverse cultures.

Especially regarding entertainment and music, in
addition to music from overseas such as jazz and rock,
folk performing arts such as Eisa and Okinawan folk
songs have become very popular and have characterized
Okinawa City as a “town of music.” The city also offers a
wide array of food cultures from Europe, North and Latin
America, and Asia, with numerous restaurants offering
various dishes from around the world.

The distinctive culture of Koza is a valuable resource for
Okinawa City and is an important asset in the
development of our city.
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In the northern part of Okinawa City is an area called
Takiyanbaru. Here, you will find lush forests that are very
much like the forests of Yanbaru located in the northern
region of Okinawa Island. Forests and other rich nature also
remain in the areas surrounding Kurashiki Dam, and
Chibana Gusuku.

At the Hiji River basin, we can also observe various aquatic
plants and animals. The tidal land in Awase at Nakagusuku
Bay is home to a wide variety of seaside flora and fauna and
is one of Okinawa’ s most prominent sites for migratory
birds. Many waterbirds visit the wetlands of Hiyane, and the
mangrove forests located along the Bay’ s coast are
especially great spots for birdwatching.
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Declaration: A City of Children
2008 (A% 20) 4 H30H
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Declaration: A City of Eisa
2007 (*FR% 19) F6 13 H
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Declaration: A Sports Convention City
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Declaration: A City of Peace and Nuclear
Weapons Abolishment
1985 (BR#0 60) & 6 5 28 H
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With a "healthy and beautiful Okinawa City," a "bright and livable Okinawa City," and a "peaceful and
prosperous Okinawa City" positioned as the hopes, desires and goals of Okinawa City's residents, we set
the building of an international cultural and tourism city that aspires to peace and is based on
international academic, cultural, and sports exchange as the hope and goal for the future of Okinawa City.

With the declaration of being "An International Culture and Tourism City" as a central pillar surrounded
by the others: being "A City of Children," "A City of Eisa," "A Sports Convention City," and "A City of Peace
and Nuclear Weapons Abolishment," the city has made five declarations, and is promoting urban_,

development that utilizes the unique characteristics of Okinawa City.
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