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Situated almost in the middle of the Okinawa main island, Okinawa City has grown into the major municipality in central Okinawa with
the second largest population. After the war, Koza City, a prosperous base town, and Misato Town, known for its lush greenery bordering
Nakagusuku Bay, merged to establish Okinawa City. In 2024, the city will celebrate its 50th anniversary. Home to people from more than
50 countries, Okinawa City has developed a unique Koza culture fusing traditional Okinawan and foreign ways of life. This is one of the
things that makes our city so fascinating. Our vision for the future of Okinawa City is to transform into a hub for international culture and
tourism. Rooted in a basic philosophy of enhancing peace and prosperity, maintaining health and beauty, and making our city a cheerful
and good place to live, Okinawa City has developed with the times, rolling out a variety of programs and initiatives.

The pandemic, which swept the world as the novel coronavirus spread, brought civil and economic life to a standstill. We are now finally
emerging from that long hardship with a bright future in view. People are once again actively going about their lives and business. In
August 2023, Okinawa City hosts the FIBA Basketball World Cup 2023 at Okinawa Arena, which was completed in 2021. | feel tremendous
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joy and great anticipation today leading up to the opening of the world’s top basketball tournament that we are privileged to host.

This guide presents the attraction of Okinawa City from a variety of perspectives, showcasing our traditional performing arts, sports,
music, children, peace, and other aspects, all of which are the source of excitement propelling this city to continually develop and grow. |
hope this publication piques your interest and provides you with a better understanding of our city. Okinawa City has flexibly and nimbly
accommodated changes over time to press forward, growing and developing even further, with top priority placed on creating an environ-
ment where each and every one of our residents finds this city comfortable to live. | hope we can count on all our residents and everyone
involved with this municipality to continue to extend their cooperation and support, bringing with them a sense of excitement and enthusi-
asm in the hope of making our city even better.

Sachio Kuwae, Mayor
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