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Okinawa City, continues to showcase various
attractions such as sports conventions, eisa
performances, music town festivals and as a children
centered city, it aims to become a truly international
cultural tourist destination.

It has been 45 years since Okinawa City was born by
the merger of Koza city, which prospered as a base
town in 1974, and Misato village, which is rich in
greenery. The city has developed into the second
largest population in the prefecture, nurturing a variety
of cultures and using the wisdom and unremitting
efforts of its predecessors to lead into the future.
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Even today, those efforts can be seen with the zoo that
strives to become the most unique zoo in Japan, the
development of the largest artificial beach in the
prefecture and the eastern coastal development area
known as “Shiono mori,” the Okinawa arena that
creates inspirational sports and entertainment
experiences, are all a part of this city. This city will
continue to work with its citizens to develop projects
for further development.

In this city handbook, we introduce the history and
culture of Okinawa City and the most attractive
“people” involved with the town.
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We hope that everyone who has read this handbook,
including our city residents, will further strengthen
their attachment to the city, become comrades in urban
development that opens up the future to build a new
Okinawa City together.
As we will continue to work hard for the development
of municipal administration, we look forward to your
continued support and hope that Okinawa City will
continue to prosper.
Okinawa City Mayor
KUWAE Sachio
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Okinawa City statistics
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in the central part of the main island of Okinawa Prefecture
north latitude, 127 ° 48 east longitude, and is

’ s elevation is below 100m and the
bay extends to the hills in the

by US military facilities. The central part
d the Koza crossing where National Route
and National Route 329 intersect is designated as “use districts”. The eastern
part consists mostly of coastal lowlands and urbanization has been progressing in
recent years. After the war, the western part of the area has developed as a U.S.
military base, mainly around the Goya crossing and has become the center of the
city.
Land use is broadly classified into residential areas, agricultural areas, forest areas,
green slopes, S military bases. US military bases and SDF bases account for
35.4% of the city area.

nawa City was 139,279 in the 2015 census. An increase of

030 from the previous survey (2010) making it the second largest population in the
prefecture municipalities. The number of households has increased by 5,326 from
e previous survey to 53,325, but the number of households has decreased to 2.57,

~ indicating the progress of nuclear families. The young population (under the age of

1*5)_.is 18.4%, a 0.8% decrease from the previous survey, but it is 16th in
municipalities and 5th among cities.

In addition, the aging rate in 2018 was 19.5%, an increase of 2.5 points compared to
17.0% in 2014. The city is home to 1,605 foreign nationals, including Americans
and others from over 50 countries (January 1,2019).
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a‘s Main Island and is the second most populous city in Okinawa Prefecture after Naha City. It also plays a role as a co
ternational city where various national cultures intersect. It has been developed as a “Champuru Culture Town.”
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Looking at the number of wor
tertiary industry accounted for the
at 14.59%, and the primary i y %. The ratio of the following
industries is overwhel Above all, wholesale / retail, service and
medical / welfare acco high percentage (source: Statistical Bureau,
finistr airs and Communications 2015 Statistical Table by
icipalities).
Okinawa City has endeavored to develop resources for
ake use of the city’ s individuality, such as the eisa dance,
onvention, and Music Town, as an international city for cultural
m. We are also working to promote traditional industries such as
ation-related industries and traditional crafts like the Chibana Hanaori.
ever, the unemployment rate of young people is still high, and the
ation of industries including the promotion of local industries such as
ficulture, fishery and manufacturing has become a major issue.

City (2015), the
the secondary industry

After World War II, Okinawa City has developed as a U.S. military base
town and a base town and the cultures of the United States and immigrants
have been added to the local cultures of the prefecture. A unique cultural
climate (champuru culture) was formed.

Especially with regard to performing arts, in addition to overseas music
such as jazz and rock, folk performing arts such as eisa and Okinawan folk
songs have become popular, characterizing the “town of music, Okinawa
City.” The food culture of Europe, America, Latin America and Asia also
comes together in a truly diverse way, with restaurants serving various
cuisine of countries and regions. Champuru culture has also greatly
influenced the formation of citizens’ identities.

As urbanization progresses, the natural environment decreases, but in the
northern part of the city known as Takiyamabaru, rich forests like “Yanbaru”
in the northern part of the Okinawa’ s Main Island can be found.

There are also still natural forests around Kurashiki dam and Chibana gusuku
areas.

You can also see aquatic plants and animals in the Hija river basin. Awase
tidal flat in Nakagusuku bay is home to a wide variety of seaside flora and
fauna, making it one of Okinawa's leading migratory bird sites. There are
many water birds visiting the Hiyane wetlands, and the mangrove forest on the
gulf coast is a great point for bird watching.
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The Five Declarations of Okinawa City
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Okinawa Chamber of

Commerce and Industry President
MIYAZATO Toshiyuki
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Okinawa City Tourism Promotion

Association Chairperson
SHIMABUKURO Takashi
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The Okinawa Chamber of Commerce and Industry was established in 1953, and has been striving to stabilize the management base of SMEs and provide support for
sustainable development. Currently, small businesses make up 70% of the commerce and industry in Okinawa City, but in order to further increase the driving force of SMEs
that support the local economy, the role of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry is ever important.

In relation to the above, the Okinawa Chamber of Commerce promotes cashless services to promote inbound responses to local businesses and stores, and has also created a
system that allows casual consultation for management. We are working efficiently as an “acting chamber of commerce” , to provide management guidance to our local
corporate scene.

Okinawa City is an international and culturally diverse city known as the city of music. The historic Hiroshima Toyo Carp training campsite is also an attractive measure to
revitalize the city as a city of sports tourism, as more sports facilities such as arenas are currently underway. With a 900m artificial beach, the eastern seaside development
project named Shionomori, and the Okinawa Zoo and Museum where expansion plans are going on, there are plenty of materials that attract people, so it is necessary to develop
infrastructure and towns that lead to revitalization. A vibrant city development that incorporates the ideas of young people who are active and want to work together.

Okinawa City boasts the largest Okinawan island Eisa Festival that attracts 350,000 spectators, and it is also a sporting city. One of the attractions is Koza gate street, which has
an international atmosphere, and Okinawa City is said to be a perfect model for a truly international tourist attraction in Japan.

But the biggest attraction is its people. It is not an exaggeration to say that it was the very energetic and bright characters of our people that led our economy of Koza through
since the post-war period.

Our people are what matter most, and make things happen.

The Okinawa City Tourism Promotion Association is registered as a candidate for the Japanese version of the DMO by the Japan Tourism Agency, and is working on creating a
mechanism to revitalize the region through the power of tourism. In addition to creating sightseeing content in conjunction to the completion of the arena, we are actively
promoting new initiatives such as coordinating sightseeing tours and disseminating more local tourist information. Sightseeing in Okinawa is attractive as a source for healing
and pleasure. For Okinawans, we feel the greatest attraction to tourists are these local attractions that can not be found anywhere else, and we want you to come enjoy them.
While touching the unique culture and performing arts of Okinawa City, also experience healing and injecting energy before returning home, and also supporting the future of
Okinawa City through tourism.
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Okinawa City declared itself as the “Sports
Convention City” in 1996 with the aim of
fostering a healthy and abundant mind and
body and creating a vibrant sporting
community through sports activities rooted in
the local community. The city has sports
facilities that can be used by all of its citizens,
such as the Okinawa City KOZA Sports Park
and the Comprehensive Athletics Park. Also, a
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multipurpose arena of 10,000 people will be our city all year round for our sporting events
completed in 2020, a first of its kind in the and various activities. The promotion of sports
prefecture. in Okinawa City is increasing year by year.
Our city also hosts the Japanese professional

baseball team Hiroshima Toyo Carp’ s training

camps, and is the proud hometown for FC

Ryukyu, the Ryukyu Golden Kings, and a

sub-hometown for the Panasonic Panthers.

Many sports enthusiasts and fans come visit
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Bringing sports closer to the people of Okinawa City
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71N Sports events held throughout the year in Okinawa City is an
important aspect of tourism and cultural urban development.

gf{l; iu. 9 E Hg Jj IJ — ‘j- In February, the Okinawa Marathon, one of the largest marathon
y events in the prefecture, was held and more than 10,000 runners

from inside and outside the prefecture participated. In March, the

BRIO— A NRiEL81977 0 —j—b“‘2020¢f§(«:§ﬁ§5 UET, “Okinawa Mayor's Cup High School Basketball Tournament” was

. N e N N held, inviting top-level teams and high school students to the city. In

BU—TJHIRI—ILT VF VI RXDR—LT7U—F E18H, 20235F October, the city hosts the “Okinawa City Sports Day” at the
[CIFXTFIBA INATw RR—=ILD—=ILRAY 72023 @Fﬁ{ﬁfﬁ:ﬂi LT Okinawa municipal sports complex to celebrate the day for physical ) e )
- N e orr J i ’ education. On sports day, various sports experience classes are held AR—YERL B RERT
WETIVT—hPIRVY 3 VEICHHILTEDFENPTIE T and a wide range of generations are gathered and enjoyed. ENHIHMROEIRZBEIE
7 127\0)$IJ@‘|¢7Z¥@1}%Z\ Kﬁi@%ﬁ LLWSYRY—T& LfC,Hﬂ%ZSﬂ Furthermore, the FC Ryukyu and Ryukyu Golden Kings’ official L oREmclEEE108(C

games are frequently held, making it an ideal environment for . -

TWET, watching sports for all citizens. DPmRAR—Y 7 | ZhafE
U DRIEPEREAR—
The prefecture's first 10,000 user all-weather multi-purpose arena Okinawa City holds the annual “Okinawa City Sports Day” in VICE T 2HEPRREERE

October to enjoy sports and realize a healthy and vibrant society. We
also conduct physical fitness tests, classes and trial experiences for
various sports.

The first 10,000 user multi-purpose arena in the prefecture will be opened in 2020.

It will be the home arena for the B league “Ryukyu Golden Kings” and also plans to host the
“FIBA Basketball World Cup 2023.” Combining ease of use for both concerts and conventions
matched with easy access makes the place a new landmark in the city.

BLTWET,

Column
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Okinawa City Mayor's Cup High School Basketball Tournament

The Okinawa City Mayor's Cup High School Basketball Tournament is an international
exchange tournament, where the city invites powerful teams from outside the prefecture
and abroad, as well as top level highschool players to compete. There is a league
tournament and exhibition match for elementary and middle school students as well as a
slam dunk contest.
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The city of eisa dancing
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The eisa dance has been a crucial aspect of the
culture in Okinawa City since ancient times and is
now a summer tradition that represents the entire
Okinawa island, widely known outside the prefecture
as a traditional form of art. Many Okinawans feel
their heart beating to the sound of the eisa drums, or
“chimudondon” during this period of the year. Let’ s
take a look at the eisa drums and its h and roots.
Succession and development of eisa drives the hearts
of Okinawa City citizens.

Eisa is part of the old obon festival ceremony and a
significant part of ancestor worship, similar in form to
the obon dance on the mainland. There are various
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theories about the origin, but its long history can be
inferred from the fact that it is mentioned in the
“Veritable Records of the Joseon Dynasty(1947)” as
having a history of more than 500 years. It has been
popular in various places since ancient times, but the
“Koza City Eisa conte , held in 1956 led to a
diversified form of eisa dancing paying attention to
details in costumes and other performative aspects of
the dance. The contest was abolished in 1977 and
changed its name to the “Okinawa Zento Eisa
Festival” , gaining popularity among people inside
and outside the prefecture as the largest eisa event in
Okinawa Prefecture.
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In order to carry on the history of eisa which was
developed mainly in Okinawa City, as well as to
promote Okinawa City as the “hometown of Eisa” ,a
cultural revitalization of eisa was declared in 2007 by
Okinawa City. In 2011, Okinawa City’ s PR character
was born for eisa dancing and monuments were built
in various parts of the city to celebrate its history.
There is even an online certification course for the
history of eisa in Okinawa City. In 2018, the “Eisa
Museum” opened in Koza Music Town as a cultural
hub base for eisa promoters. We are further promoting
urban cultural development using eisa as a keyword.




HADK! |

HEINMEIRES D TA U — T ZDIA T —LFAREE S ? TA U —IC DLW TOBBICTAHNBEZILE T,

IA35
[TAT—DFEMEm|ZPR
IBFvSII— TAT—H
FEITETCTC.BHL.BESTHD
[ —V—b—H—]|E55,

Q 25ZHTA(H—>TH? Q

BRICR>TL 2 THEREHEET B
OHICEOND R IERJBBD7H138H
5158BD3HEN IR RARE TBDAS
eSS Bl =n S Bl Dyt =
15BZ[D—TA]1>T=ESAIELIBRD
RICIFSTBENSHTI A I — %2 =17
PAFDENEZTE->TVD K,

ITAY—>TEARREY ?

TAY—DZBLF ZRERICEDET K
HEFHI TEHONTLD K AFKICHWL
DHVERENS > T HiBHZ(F L% < Dt
B TIRIERARREMARD I AT —IEK AT
BIN—5VT7—LVWSHERYDARZ DD S
WEHHD KT U T ERIFPRBASILE T
FARZFEORBRVWFRULITOIAY—%
WoTLWBiMtE®H DAL FHIEIFOT
AH—DF BOIAP—DEREDHEHONT

ENRSTEIC
SHhETHZD?

TAT—DEESNIFEUSHIEEBFLABDH R =
StelcUrelILT] TN T eEEHNT
WB KR Z I ENSRVMAN TV BHEED
EFEPRE S EC UTe TMBRE] 2. BEh 5
BFCNFCLI—ROSIA B ETREDRS
(SFAT LT B3 U LB RN N D & S
(Lo e AlC DA U I VHEI TR 2 i
BHDR ILAT—CHESNTWLD D" [
USeTH U X LPHTEANE D7 & Hblg oA

IAY—>THREEIFT
HS5NTVBD?

TAY—IF. 100FEL LFIDND A THE
FEUREDFF—VF a1 (PEDAN)EICKDT
BoNTUWAR.ZUT. BERBRERIC
F RR AR BANECEBRECToeDF
FT—UFa1ECK>TEATHRSN TV
AR ITA Y —(F BN E DGR =EETHD
WK S BREHCER-RBLTHLL
[BETA U—]HhHE L. S TIFEASH. it
FERTEONTLD AL,

WC BB ERFRFRY I/ Y —1Eoth
o TAT—& 0> THME PEEF. FHIC
KO CELRBEY NG > TEREVATLT,

IAY—(F Q ERBAIEBH
WDtAE>T=D ? IAH—%FBD?

ITA Y—FFEICHBOEZSAMA THREBESN
BEFRDBRE v BB »AECKD
THEON TV K PEMEFEE RS
BUTWBEERNMI1E&ESH Y. ZNZENIC
T4 Y—DRENH > T. BB HIEDOX
EPNTVBARMICEN DN BB H URITAT—ZHE LTV BTERE
SEOARTCH TR T F—DRENIET ITAT—LDAHICH FEHEBLTBLIRIRS
XSRS | VT A 7EEEZ L CVT /I E TR
MERBRWEERAT,

ERFIAT—HVDONSEDKDICHEE I
MEFRELLDD > TLRL T VLK DL DER
PNH BRI ZDROV EDIT, 1603F(TE L
RORPEAEVDBYSAICK > THIKICE
ZONEFKLEY INITA Y —(C&(ELIcED

Q B2 DOAREAET DA ?

TLWBWVWRRHD BN D IA Y —Z&2 &
T(CEF . BOMA]ICBHAEBLTH TR,

SEEAEDAENF 3 VI S5—] > TIHA
TWBIFE IAY—TRITFIv—]EESA
EAMDMIHTE[FADFIEVWSEVAGDHS
AR RS IHABNIE>TVB[F 3 VT 5|3,
BERNDERED C ERATE T T I v—IF T
BEHEZERY FFBRITI TR ERIBINEER
2RER2HZNIRULTVRVEFT SR
WRENRREITR ATE S



INFORMATION

18

IAY—&HbD. FU, RLD

IA{Y—=

Get to know, learn and enjoy the art of Eisa

Eisa MUSEUM
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Eisa MUSEUM, located in the center of Okinawa City, was opened in 2018 as a special facility dedicated to
experiencing Eisa and you can explore, learn, and enjoy, the traditional performing arts that Okinawa is proud of.
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A place to experience and enjoy Eisa’ s past and present

Inside Koza Music Town is the major information distribution center for Eisa, a large
site with two floors and a total area of about 1,000m. In the free-admission zone on
the first floor, there is an eisa resource center and merchandise store. While the paid
zone on the second floor has a video corner with the latest audiovisual technology, as
well as a corner where you can touch eisa costumes and instruments. There is also a
rich archive of valuable eisa materials collected from Japan and around the world.
You can actually experience eisa dancing with a reservation, and you can learn how to
play eisa through a hands on experience.
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Okinawa City prvides an “Eisa knowledge exam” to improve your understanding of eisa. There are three levels
to the exam, from Grade 3 (beginner) to Grade 1 (expert). Only those who have passed the exam can proceed
to the next level, and certificates are issued to those who pass Grades 1 and 2. Anyone can take the exam free of

charge anytime on a PC or smartphone, so even you can take on the challenge.
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Enjoy eisa event
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Okinawa City is full of various “sounds” , from intense Okinawan rock to the delicate sound of the Sanshin and the powerful eisa d
introduces the history of music resounding in Okinawa City and the culture of music familiar to citizens.
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Throughout history, Okinawa City has been the
birthplace of many excellent singers and song
writers of traditional Ryukyu folk songs and after
the end of the war, excellent singers such as
KADEKARU Rinshou and NOBORIKAWA Seijin
have been produced. Meanwhile, during the
Vietnam War in the 1960s, Koza musicians
developed powerful rock stages and improved their
skills against US soldiers heading to the battlefield.
Born in such an environment, legendary rock bands
such as “Murasaki” and “Condition Green” became

TS oeton
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am-=a-Uw 197 (i

Why is Okinawa City known as the city of music?

popular and laid the foundation for Okinawan Rock.
Not only American soldiers but also the youth of
Koza would get drunk on the stage performances of
these rock and rollers.

In the 1970's, FUKUHARA Tsuneo released several
famous songs such as “Bashofu” and
“Yunano-hana”, and KINA Shokichi performed the
popular hit song “Haisai Ojisan”. In the 1990s,
“Rinken Band” and “Nénés” debuted, and in recent
years “DA PUMP (ISSA)” and “Orange Range”
have grown popular nationwide.

A town of “music” is always
full of sounds

In this way, rock and folk songs have evolved and

become mixed with each other, and the unique Koza
culture of Okinawa has been nurtured by music,
leading to the moniker of “Okinawa City, City of
Music.” Then, in 1983, the largest rock event in
Okinawa, “Peaceful Love Rock Festival” started,
and in 2007, “Music Town Oto Ichiba” was born.
Various music events are held in the city throughout
the year.
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Feel the “Sound” of Okinawa City at “Koza Music Town” o _‘(.0 B~ Y 4
The Music Town Oto Ichiba is a complex music facility that symbolizes the “Okinawa City, the city of Music” that has ¥
been formed over the years and is based on regional revitalization through music. It is composed of live halls, music studios,
open air music stages among others. It has been used as a place to nurture various genres of music and entertainment
culture, and has been popular with local citizens. Large-scale events such as the “Peaceful Love Rock Festival”, brings
famous artists, as well as independent concerts and regional events are being held widely. It is also a workplace for local
musicians and place of entertainment for children.

We are also focusing on nurturing talented musicians by proactively providing opportunities for younger generations, to
feel and experience more music.
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. _ In Okinawa City, where people from the United States, Asia, and other nations gather, the three
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Okinawa City, full of children’ s smiles
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‘Through facilities and events where children can enjoy individually, we promote healthy grothw sterlng rich sensibilities and the

ability’'to'learn and promote the development of a children-friendly City:
‘ "
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Where all family members from children to adults can smile

¢ Children’s City?
\ declaration in 2””* after the 2003 census found that
the proportion of young people under the age of 15
was NoWbin Japandln order torealize a
children-friendly city, we are developing an urban
project for children from three directions: networking
human resource dc\'chlpm\‘n[, and location pl;m:nn;:.

& The Okinawa Zoo and Muscum serves a key role, 8

with about 200 types of animals, including mammals,
birds, fish, and re 25, including rare creatures living
in the Ryukyu anc 0. By seeing these various
animals up close, hopel |II children can expericnce
the preciousness and respect towards li ind also
experience interacting with small animals. In

addition, the Wonder Museum and Children’s Center,

which hold workshops and hands-on exhibitions.
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Urban development reflecting children’s opinions

To learn more about the cities and communities
in which they live, children of our city hold their
“Okinawa City Children’s Assembly” as a place
where they can express their will as members of
society and participate in community
development.

30 members of the Diet recommended by the

municipal junior high school and appointed by
the mayor repeat preliminary training for about
half a year, including debate training and tours of
major facilities, surveys of town walks, hearing
of the city council, interviews with city staff and
questions to put together tangible suggestions.

The Children’s Assembly has been held every

year since 2014, and has expressed the opinions
which children have learned and compiled from
past activities.

The child assembly can be observed through live
internet broadcast on the city’s official website.

—

Enriched environment and facilities to support childcare
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OKIIKU,” OKIIKU notebook

“OKIIKU” is a portal site for childcare support in Okinawa City.

For child-raising households living and working in the city, we collect
information on child-care facilities, parks and children’s facilities,
consultation counters in case of trouble, and various child-raising
information useful for child-raising.

In addition, the Okinawa City Children’s Support Guidebook OKIIKU
Notebook provides information on procedures, services, and facilities
tailored to the child’s growth process, as well as portal sites, and other
useful information for childcare.
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Okinawa City Child Care Generation Support Center “Yui-port”

“Yui-port” is located in the “Child Consultation and Health Section” which
provides maternal and child health handbooks, maternity checkups, and infant
and child checkups.

Established in October of 2018, we offer consultation for pregnancy,
childbirth and child care, public health, nurses, midwives as well as mental
health staff. Highly trained professionals provide you with information and
introduces the contact person in charge according to the concerns and needs of
the child-rearer.

In addition, a place to support young pregnant women as well as infants and
children who have not been examined has been installed in the Mother and
Child Future Center.

We introduce them to related parties such as the Okinawa City Maternal and
Child Health Promotion Council, who are conducting occasional visits and
provide overall support.

In addition to women, we also accept consultations from men who are raising
children, families and friends, and call on the use of many citizens as a
consultation window if you or someone you know is wondering where to go
for questions regarding pregnancy, childbirth and child care.
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The Jidokan and children’s center

The Jidokan is a free facility for children
aged O to under 18 years old. There are
various rooms such as a play room, a library
room, a study room, and a meeting room
where you can play indoors even on a rainy
day. It is also a place for making friends
with mothers and interacting with parents
who are also raising children.
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Based on the ideal of permanent peace as stated in the Constitution of Japan, Okinawa City has decided to work with people from all over the
world promising to abolish nuclear weapons to realize permanent peace for mankind, on June 28, 1985, the Declaration of a Peaceful City for the
Elimination of Nuclear Weapons was made.
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Declaration of a peaceful city for abolition of nuclear weapons September 7th is Okinawa Citizen” s Day of Peace

Okinawa prefecture became a place for a terrible
ground battle involving the residents during the Great
War, and the people of the prefecture were sacrificed.
Against this background, the city will work with
people from all over the world swearing to abolish
nuclear weapons based on the principle of permanent
peace in the Japanese Constitution in order to appeal
to the world for eradication of war and achieve world
peace. And decided to realize the permanent peace of
mankind, and declared the "peace city for abolition of
nuclear weapons" in 1985.

In 1991, the “Parent and Child Peace Ambassador
Project” was launched, in which the Peace
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Ambassadors were dispatched alternately to the
Hiroshima and Nagasaki cities affected by the atomic
bomb. Since the surrender signing ceremony of the
Battle of Okinawa was held in Morine, Motoichi, on
September 7, 1945, the purpose of Heisei 1993 was to
promote the development of a town where all people
can enjoy a peaceful and affluent life. The first
nationwide municipal “Peace Day” was enacted by
law for the first time nationwide, and September 7
was designated as “Okinawa Citizen's Day” . Every
year from August 1 to September 7 is Peace Month.
We are promoting peace action programs such as
tours of the battlefields and peace courses.

Also, as 74 years have passed since the end of the
war, the number of “narrators” has been decreasing
year by year due to the aging of people who have
experienced war. For this reason, we will deepen the
awareness of citizens' peace through the support of
peace learning and peace exchange activities and the
enhancement of networks, including the discovery of
“narratives” of memories of the Battle of Okinawa
and the development of human resources. We are
conducting a training of Ambassador for Peace as
much as possible.
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What is Okinawa City Peace Ambassador?

Aiming at training human resources to create a peaceful 21st century,
learn the misery of war, the value of peace, and the importance of life
through peace learning and peace exchange, and pass on the miserable
experiences and lessons of the Okinawa war to the next generation
Every year since 1991, we have trained Ambassadors for Peace.

A junior high school ambassador recommended by each junior high
school in Okinawa City and a business ambassador selected by public
recruitment will participate in a 9-month training, attending lectures
and museums on Okinawa's history and culture, the Battle of Okinawa,
and the Okinawa Battle Site. In order to create a peaceful society
while learning the misery of war and the importance of peace through
fieldwork, ceremony attendance, training outside the prefecture, etc.,
we continue to send peace exchanges and permanent peace.
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Creating a lively city with a peace of mind
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Ambassador Song for Peace

The narrator of the times, a song by the peace ambassador, is a song that tells future
generations the wish for permanent peace written and composed by Motoichi officials.
The accredited peace ambassador participates in events both inside and outside the
prefecture held by municipalities and citizens' groups, and spreads "peace" while singing
with sign language.
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Aiming to become a city for international cultural tourism, Okinawa City has many tourist spots where
you can feel the unique atmosphere and culture that combines Okinawan and American culture, as well
as landmarks such as “Okinawa Zoo and Museum,” which is one of the best tourist attractions in the

prefecture. In addition to the traditional facilities, there is also an environment where you can enjoy
nature in the northern part of Okinawa City, also filled with various tourist attractions.
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Known as the “Okinawa City postwar cultural resources exhibition hall
Historeet”, this city street was relocated to Koza gate street in 2018. The
facility aims to re-evaluate the history of Okinawa City after the war, with the
nostalgic “A sign bars” and meticulous cityscape dioramas. A lot of
photographs and historic materials are on display.
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Koza gate street
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“Koza gate street” is a street between Goya crossroad and Gate 2 of Kadena
Air Base and has been an active place of commerce for foreigners ever since
the end of the war. Even after more than 70 years since the end of WWII, there
are still many signs in foreign languages, making it a unique scenery to
Okinawa.
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HITELLHBHA RE—HEITT«— Enjoy the machima-i of Okinawa City

mhEmOEsEEL [OYEBE—U ], “Machima-i” in the Okinawan language means to “go
B s e around the city.” Take a tour of the hidden gems and deep
[OS0H. REIDODZSH LRI NS [T 4 — culture of Okinawan city with a local guide who knows it all.

i A -ijl‘j—,r N i?ﬁcmj_xh@ You can enjoy a variety of courses, from “Koza city, a

journey through cinema” to “deep town Koza night.” For

K LHERT WEDh T, shf e inquiries, contact Okinawa City Tourism and Product
% SR /EP ﬁl%ﬁiﬁjt#%& Promotion Office (B&098-989-5566).
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Southeast Botanical Gardens
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Southeast Botanical Gardens has about 1,300 species of subtropical and
tropical plants, as well as various wildlife animals. Precious plants and colorful
flowers that you can hardly see in other places are waiting for your visit,
including rare tropical palms.
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Gi-kugusuku waterside park
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The Gi-kugusuku waterside park, located just S-minutes on foot from the
Goeku gusuku ruins, a designated national scenic spot, is a park rich in nature
with the Hija river flowing in the center. It has become a place to relax for
locals and hosts the “Goeku castle town festival” every fall, organized by the
11 district representatives.
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Plaza House
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A multi-purpose facility where you can enjoy gourmet and shopping,
originally established as an American-style shopping center in 1954 during the
American occupation. The historic shopping center that has been with Okinawa
since after the war has been loved by many people as a local landmark.
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Champulu Market
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JA Okinawa chubu farmer's market, or “Champuru ichiba”, is the largest
farmer's market store in the area. Based on the concept of “bringing people

together through vegetables and produce”, it is a direct sales store that has a
wide selection of fresh, safe and secure agricultural products.
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EC CEOETCEERESND [TEED Places to view beautiful flowers
within the city
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There are many places in Okinawa City where

AROMERR S N P v R—IEY) | 48 you can view beautiful flowers. The Okinawa
Zoo and Museum hosts an annual flower festival

,%%ﬁ@iﬂﬁ@[;@ﬂﬂlﬁ —F’ET_J(C%’JSE% and the Okinawa City ippe street is popular for
y 1pp pop

= N < — its golden trumpet (ippe) trees, while the

DFvRDILY D\ﬁrﬁ_g‘— DIFE, Fﬁlj(—l (< IJTE Okinawa comprehensive athletic park has over
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50,000 easter lilies that bloom every year around
late April.
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Kurashiki dam
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Kurashiki dam has a 110m long river (Yanbaru river) that pulls water from a
river in Yanbaru making it a great place to play around in nature. There is also
a multipurpose activity area popular with families over the weekends, as well
as a museum where you can learn about the importance of water.
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Awase fishing port / Payao direct sales market
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At Awase fishing port facing the Nakagusuku bay, many fish such as tuna and
squid are seen caught. The payao direct sales store sells freshly caught fish and
seafood and the diner inside the store has plenty of seafood dishes and is
popular with both locals and tourists.
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“Chibana Hanaori” is a nationally designated traditional craft that has been revived since the Ryukyu kingd
» The proud traditions of Okinawa Cify’ $Wweaving techniques has been passed on teithesfuture.
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Textiles with Okinawan roots

Chibana hanaori is one of the textile technologies that have been passed down to Chibana, the former Misato village and the Noborikawa area.

Okinawa, the only subtropical island in Japan, has long created a unique dynasty culture as a base for international trade in Asia. The culture has produced many splendid handicrafts, and
it has been handed down beyond eternity to the present age, and “Chibana hanaori” can be said to be a gem that bloomed in the flow of the Ryukyu dynasty and the great trade era of
Okinawa. The origin is not certain, but since the 18th century, the traditional textile “Chibana hanaori” has been used mainly in the old Misato village Chibana and the Noborikawa area
(now Okinawa City). The weaved pieces of art have been widely loved by local people to wear as the formal outfit for August 14th Umaharashii (men’s horse racing festivities) as well as
August 15th, Usudeeku, and for the finest performances of a play on the lunar calendar. “Usudeeku” is a votive dance that is held in the Chibana area, a festival for women who wish for
rich harvest. On August 15th of the lunar calendar, wearing a kimono made of Chibana hanaori, a votive dance of Usudeeku will take place at Chibana public hall. Usdeeku's official
outfits are usually kept in a safe place, but they wear outfits called watazin and dujin and perform songs and dances while hitting the drum. It is a ceremonial ritual passed down to the area
where you can still experience the roots of Chibana hanaori weaving.
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Dyeing and weaving that closely matches your current lifestyle

Chibana hanaori is made mainly by natural dyes grown on Okinawa, using
unique techniques and extremely detailed handicrafts. The material is dyed
with vegetable dyes such as Ryukyu indigo using cotton, silk and hemp yarns.
It features a tateuki hanaori, a pattern that floats continuously in the vertical
direction, and a nuitori hanaori, a thread that floats like embroidery. While
keeping the traditional style of cotton, which is a combination of kasuri or a
lattice pattern and a floating pattern, the current lifestyle and breadth are
colorful, using silk thread dyed with natural plants and processed yarn.

We are developing colorful coloring to match the sensitivity of new
generations Chibana hanaori, whose successors decreased in the hundreds of
years since its birth and was about to be forgotten from people’s memory,
started a study group in year 2000 with the aim of industrializing Chibana
hanaori in Okinawa City. The last three Chibana hanaori handicrafts were
designated as preserved folk cultural properties of the city. In 2008, it was
incorporated as a business cooperative and in 2010 it was designated as a
traditional craft product in Okinawa prefecture. In addition, in July 2012,
Chibana hanaori was designated as a national traditional craft. We are actively
working on production starting with the traditional style of kimono as well as
accessories such as ties, with the support of the government, the development
of leather goods in collaboration with a long-established bag shop in the local
area, and the development of Kariyushi wear at a major commercial facility.

EIEER Wl
KAMIDA Naomi,

Vice President, Chibana Hanaori
Business Cooperative
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Chibana hanaori, is loved in the area as a celebratory dress and stage costume, has tied up with various organizations
and companies as familiar traditional crafts to create modern new products, and recently even collaborated with sports
teams to create sportswear. In addition, with the support of the city, a successor development program has been
developed to continually foster leaders of traditional crafts. While incorporating rich ideas from new weavers, it is also
used in the development of secondary processed products.

In the future, we strive to vigorously develop the local industry in Okinawa City, while also aiming to spread the word
of Chibana hanaori to a much wider audience.

39



R U T L R A TH T

=

~N/

—

IR s

~th ,%% T

R T L e L L L e e e T e e e R e T T TR

71( APy eev

LI R LR R IR LR TRRAA

DEREETA Y —F DU P[BEBRDIY SV V] REHBRZERKRT D K DBPRRRIRA N hH'% < 52 8. 57507

ERYDOHNEANBSTERBEN BRI SRS TEOELYBREDLSD ) —FZBL CTRLIMTEZRLOIENTEXT,

Okinawa City hosts many large-scale events that represent Okinawa prefecture, such as the Okinawa Zento Eisa Festival and
Okinawa Marathon. You can enjoy various events throughout the year, unique to an international city with residents from more than

50 countries around the globe.

Okinawa Marathon
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One of the most well known marathons of Okinawa prefecture, this marathon
includes a full marathon hosted by the Japan Athletic Federation, which starts at
the Okinawa Comprehensive Athletic Park, and runs around the area through
Okinawa City. The marathon gathers many runners as participants each year.
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Eisa night
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During the period from June 13th, the
anniversary of the city’s “Eisa Town
Declaration” during the old obon festival and
the Okinawa All Island Eisa Festival will be
held together. You can enjoy powerful
performances of eisa every weekend at
venues throughout the city.

L T R T L L SR e L L TR TR R A R R AR LEFT AR ARIT LRI GHUL

40

BEBDOIYITVY

TTRH T

FI,

T=IT VD« —JHEPTHET
EBHDETITON. IPI VA KEE
DY a3—DEMNTVI—Z2—I7 A
TOHERD—0Y 3 v PIREBFTE
LHBDARY MBS ESATT,

During the golden week, there will be
plenty of events that can be enjoyed by
parents and children, such as singing,
dancing, street performance shows and
special workshops at the Wonder Museum.
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Okinawa’s summertime traditions.
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Okinawa City industry festival
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Okinawa Zoo & Museum festival
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Peaceful Love Rock Festival
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“Peaceful Love Rock Festival” is an outdoor
rock and roll festival that began in 1983. The
event, which brings together musicians of all
ages, from veterans to young, has grown together
with the local community and has become one of
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The industry festivals are where products produced and
processed in Okinawa City, such as agricultural products
and crafts, are brought together for display and sold. There
are also manufacturing experience booths and booths from
brother sister cities outside the prefecture, and is a popular
event with many visitors from across the island.
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Okinawa Zento Eisa Festival
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The largest eisa event in the prefecture which began during
the Koza era, before the conversion to Okinawa City in 1956.
A total of 300,000 spectators have gathered to date for the
annual festival held at Koza Sports Park, with youth
associations from all over the island coming together to
deliver a powerful performance.
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Okinawa international carnival
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Local organizations and foreigners residing in Okinawa City gather

along the main avenue, Koza gate street, in a lively and
international parade with cross cultural exchange between citizens.

AYE—H—RAR—Y
ZxAT71/\)L

Koza motorsports festival
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This is a comprehensive motorsports event started in 2015 by
Okinawa City, aiming to realize the construction of the Okinawa
circuit, to make citizens and residents of the prefecture aware of the
appeal of motorsports. Four-wheeled and two-wheeled athletes from
all over the prefecture gather to compete in the race.
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Okinawa performing arts festival
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Okinawa City is full of various performing arts such as eisa, Awase
chondara and Ryukyu folk songs. It is a luxurious cultural event
where you can appreciate and experience the local performing arts
from outside the city in addition to excellent performances by its
citizens.
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) Eastern seaside
fireworks
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Large scale fireworks launched in
cooperation with the “Eastern Seaside
Festival” which began to commemorate the
Eastern seashore development project. The
local “Eastern Festival” is also held on the
same day, and it is one of the most popular
events for citizens of Okinawa.
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Okinawa Zoo & Museum
christmas fantasy
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The largest Christmas event in Okinawa held
each year at the Okinawa Zoo&Museum. The
entire park is illuminated with around 1.4 million
light bulbs, and various events such as a laser
beam show as well as a snowfall show are held.
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History of Okinawa City
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The history engraved in the changing
of the names of Goeku, Misato, Koja and Koza

In the age of the Ryukyu kingdom, Goeku magiri and Misato magiri were cut off from Okinawa
prefecture in 1908 and changed to Misato village with the implementation of the island village
system.

After the end of the Battle of Okinawa and its fierce ground battle that caused many casualties, a
municipal system was set up in the areas where population increased rapidly, mainly in refugee
camps. Goeku village became Koja city while Misato and Gushikawa became Maehara. However,
when the U.S. military took rule at the end of the war and changes were once again made, the
population decreased and cities were broken down and returned to Goeku and Misato villages once
again.

Goeku village, which was developed as the base town in front of Kadena Air Base, changed its
name to Koza village in June of 1956, and later promoted to Koza city.

Two years after the reversion to mainland Japan, in 1974, Okinawa City was born through the
equal merger of Koza city and Misato village, which had close historical, geographical and social
relationships. It became a city again for the first time in 308 years after being separated in 1666
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In Okinawa City, there are many historical and archeological sites, from shell mounds to folk art and crafts reminiscent of life of ancient people
during the Ryukyu kingdom era. Of these, 38 are designated registered cultural properties by the city, prefecture or country. In Okinawa City, we

protect cultural assets in the city as proud history and cultural heritage, and pass their value on to future generations.
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Traditional culture
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Their achievements are still handed down today.
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Great locals who left a solid footprint in the history of Okinawa.

Kbl Bl (GRA)

UFUGUSUKU Kenyu (Uni-Ufugusiku)
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Warlord who served Sho Taikyl
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As a child his name was Matsugani. According to tradition, his father is said
to be Gushikawa Makiri Kyan Castle’s ruler, Enobi Ufuyaku. According to
the Ryukyu kingdom's official history, “Kyuyo”, Ogusuku Kenyuu’s physique
was extraordinarily and extremely strong. He served prince Sho Taikya who
ruled the area and after the throne of the king, served as princess Momotoag-
ari’s attendant when she was marrying Ama , but once he found out about
his planned rebellion, he fled the castle carrying Momotoagari on his back.
After arriving at the royal castle, he purged the enemies. In 1458, the king
took over the command of the subjugation army and besieged Katsuren
castle, but the castle was firm and aggressive and could not be taken down. It
is said that Ogusuku then disguised as a woman to sneak into the castle, and
later successfully assassinated Amawari.
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SHIMA Masu
19004 (HHIR334) ~
19884F (FHFI1634F)
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Mother of Okinawan
social welfare
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Shima Masu was born in 1900 in Misato Magiri ha village (currently Uruma
city). After graduating from Okinawa Prefectural Women's Normal School,
she became an elementary school teacher, but the battle of Okinawa in 1945
forever changed her life. Shima Masu, whose beloved child died in the war,
returned to her job as a teacher after the war ended. Finishing her career as a
teacher at the age of 49, Shima Masu was appointed by the U.S. occupation to
become a welfare member of Goeku village. Her job was responding to the
social problems of women doing special businesses with U.S. soldiers, as
well as youth delinquency and crime. At the age of 58, she became secre-
tary-general of the Chubu District Social Welfare Council, and continued to
create an organization that nurtured people and engaged in social welfare
activities.

Traditional culture

Okinawa’s performing arts can be broadly divided into court performing arts, which began in the Ryukyu dynasty and folk performing arts performed by the
common people.

Court performing arts was first performed to welcome messengers from China during the Ryukyu Kingdom era, and is generally called Ryukyu dance or
Ryukyu classical music. The opera “Kumiodori”, a combination of Ryukyu dance, classical music and dialogue, is unique to Okinawa and was designated as a
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Property (World Heritage) in November 2010. In Okinawa City, it has been handed down as one of the events to celebrate the
harvest of Dakujaku village, the former Goeku district. It was temporarily interrupted by the Battle of Okinawa, but was brought back in 1983.

Folk performing arts are traditional indigenous songs and dances that have been handed down to the local communities since ancient times. “Eisa dancing”, a
Obon festival ceremony that has been passed down to Okinawa City, is famous all over the country now and has become synonymous of Okinawa City.
“Usude-ku” and “shishimai”, performed only by women after the prayer for a year of good harvest, and “Chondaraa”, a celebratory dance that is said to have
come from Kyoto, are firmly rooted in local festivals.

In addition, Okinawa City produces many excellent singers and composers of Okinawan folk songs, and is widely known as the city of music and sanshin.
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A Ryukyu birdman who flew the
sky with his self-made
flying machine
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Asato was active as a fireworks craftsman and lived in Goeku village. He is
famous in Okinawa as the man who is said to have flew the sky well before
the Wright Brothers. As a child, Shushou was always curious with flight and
would catch birds that fly to weigh their feathers and study their mechanisms.
Shushou’s flying machine used the elasticity of the bow to raise and lower the
wings with your feet, and is said to have been made of bamboo, basho cloth,
bird feathers, among others. The place where he flew is said to be a cliff off
of Awase. In Goeku, there is still a site dedicated to Shushou’s former
residence, and in Goeku elementary school there is a statue of Shushou
reminding children the importance of taking on challenges.
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Founding father of modern
Ryukyu folk songs
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Choki Fukuhara was born in Teruya district of Goeku village in 1903, and
has been known locally as a sanshin player since his youth. In 1923, he
moved to Osaka at the age of 21 and worked for a spinning mill factory. In
1923, he had a chance to cut a record with the Tsubame stamp label, record-
ing the two songs “Hantabaru” and “Naakuninguwaa.” Later Fukuhara found-
ed Marufuku Records in Osaka in 1927 where he worked on record produc-
tion, focusing on Ryukyu folk songs, writing and composing new songs, and
selling records himself. He would sell records riding a bicycle with a phono-
graph placed on its bed. For this he was nicknamed “Chikonkee Fukubaru™
from fellow Okinawans in Kansai. In 1993, to celebrate the 90th anniversary

of his birth, a commemorative monument was built near the entrance to
Okinawa Zoo & Museum.
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The honorary citizens of Okinawa City is a title awarded to those who have contributed to the development of the region and whose achievements
are remarkable and deeply respected by citizens.In 2014, on the memorable year of the 40th anniversary of the city’s municipal organization, four
people were honored as the first honorable citizens.Laying the foundation for Okinawa City’s urban development.

OYAMA
Chojyo
(deceased)
December 25, 1901—
November 24, 1999

Born in Yamazato district
of the former Goeku Village
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NAKAMURA
Tetujiro
(deceased)

February 1, 1914—
September 11, 2009

Born in Chibana district

of the former Misato Village
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Graduated from Prefectural Agricultural School and Prefectural Normal School.
Before the war, he served as a teacher at an elementary school in the northern part
of the main island, and also served as the principal of Goeku Youth School.
Immediately after the end of the war, he became the principal of Murokawa
Elementary School in Kozashi, and worked hard to rejuvenate post-war public
education. Later, he participated in the formation of the Okinawa Social
Democratic Party, and was elected to the legislative assembly in 1954 to enter the
world of politics. In 1958, he was elected mayor of Koza. As chief of the base city
under the U.S. military administration, he managed the municipal administration
under the U.S. occupation and served in the role until Misato village and Koza city
merged to form Okinawa City in 1974. During this time, the issue of U.S. military
personnel conduct in off-limit areas, the growing sentiment towards reversion and
the Koza riots, among other things, Oyama continued to stand between the U.S.
military and local citizens to appeal for a “break away from a base-dependent
economy.”

In 1992, the Ryukyu Shimpo Prize was awarded for his achievements in Okinawa
City” s development, local self-government and welfare activities. In 1997, the
year of the infamous incident of the rape of a local school girl, Oyama published
his book titled “Okinawa Declaration of Independence.”
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Born in Chibana, Misato village. Worked at Misato village office after graduating
Misato Elementary School and Prefectural Agriculture and Forestry School. For
20 years from 1932, he was instrumental in promoting regional agriculture,
improving technology, and providing guidance. In 1954, he was appointed as
Misato village assistant, and from 1959 he served as secretary of the central circuit
for seven years. In 1966, he was elected mayor of Misato, and served two terms
and a total of eight years, during which he implemented the projects of the Awase
inland sea reclamation site, promoted the Misato area land readjustment project,
and promoted the improvement of the urban environment infrastructure and
economic development of Misato village. In particular, for the issue of poison gas
transfer by the U.S. military that was carried out twice in 1971, from the standpoint
of protecting the livelihood of his villagers, he worked with the Yara administration
chief at the time, the U.S. military and the prefectural leaders to develop and
implement peaceful solutions to the problems. In the merger of Koza city and
Misato village, the city held social gatherings and focused on consensus among the
villagers to achieve the birth of Okinawa City in 1974.

Since then, he has served as a member of the Council for Investigating Citizens’
Cultural Properties and as a member of the City National Health Insurance
Management Council.

SHIMABUKURO

Masao
(deceased)

September 25, 1922—
April 24,2018
Originally from Higashi
Village
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UEYONABARU
Hirokazu
May 22, 1971—

Originally from and
Still Living in Okinawa City
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In 1951, he began studying under Nomuraryu’s MIYAHIRA Sanei, earned an
instructor’s license in 1960, as well as a master teacher’s license in 1968, and
worked to further acquire and hone his traditional techniques. After the opening
of the National Theater in 1967, he performed in “The 1st Ryukyu Performing
Arts Performance”, as well as other notable performances hosted by the National
Theater. In 1998, he also contributed to the recording and publishing of
Nomuraryu classical music on 12 cassette tapes.

In 1972, he was named as a person holding the Okinawa prefecture’s designated
intangible cultural property “Okinawa Traditional Dance” (song and sanshin).
Furthermore, in 1986 he was named national important intangible cultural
property for his “Kumi odori.” 1999 certified as an Okinawan designated
intangible cultural property for “Nomuraryu Okinawa traditional music” and in
2000, a nationally important intangible cultural property “Ryukyu classical
music” holder (living national treasure). From 1974 to 1984, he served as
chairman of the Nomuraryu Music Association, and since 1988, he has worked as
a counselor for the association and trained many successors. In 1992, he was
awarded the Okinawa Prefecture Cultural Achievement Award, and in 1996,

received the Regional Cultural Achievement Award from the Minister of
Education.
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While working for a construction company in 2000, on his way home by
motorcycle, he suffered a traffic accident and damaged his cervical spine, resulting
in quadriplegia.
Ueyonabaru participated in a wheelchair marathon as part of rehabilitation in the
2003 Ginowan Wheelchair Marathon for the first time. In 2006, he won the Oita
International Wheelchair Marathon in the half marathon section and set new
tournament records. Since then, he has participated in many tournaments and has
set many records. In the Nagano Wheelchair Marathon in 2008, he made a new
Japanese record in half marathon. At the Beijing Paralympics, he competed in the
marathon and won a silver medal. After returning to Japan, he received the
Honorable Prefectural Citizen” s Award. In 2012, he finished 7th at the London
Paralympic Games at 800m race, 6th at the Rio de Janeiro Paralympics 400m race
and 4th in the 1500m race. At the Dubai 2019 World Para Athletics
Championships, he won 2nd place in the 1500m race and 4th place in the 400m
race. He is nominated to compete in two races for the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic

Games as part of the Japanese national team.
A world famous athlete and great role model for our youth.
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Okinawa City Telework Center
Providing citizens with places that utilize
information and communication technology to
create new employment opportunities to further
50 revitalize local communities.

HHEMNIEEYY—  smm i oee
iﬂiﬁ%ﬁ?%ﬁ‘éﬁéb% b HRICEGEREATL

°

Okinawa City Cultural Center

Home to a local museum and entertainment
hall widely used by citizens.
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Okinawa Civic Hall

This multi-purpose hall is widely used by
citizens as a place to present and appreciate the
arts and culture.
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Okinawa City Mobile Work Plaza

A facility to provide a place that utilizes
information and communication technology to
citizens widely.
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Okinawa City Koza Sport Park

Widely used as a place for citizens’ health
promotion, sports activities and competitive
sports.
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Okinawa City Library
Relocated and opened in 2017. It has the largest
floor space of all libraries within the Kyushu
area. Provides free independent study spaces.
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Okinawa City Welfare and Culture Plaza

A comprehensive health and welfare facility
where anyone from children to the elderly can
use at ease.
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Okinawa City Agricultural Training Center

A place for education and training for farmers.
A place to exchange information on welfare
and agricultural promotion.
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Okinawa City IT Work Plaza

‘We aim to create new employment opportunities

by providing places using information and
communication technology.
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Okinawa Comprehensive Athletic Park
Fully equipped with athletic exercise facilities
and campsites. It is also popular as a place for
jogging and walking.
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Okinawa City Small Theater Ashibina

A theater where Okinawan plays, classical
performing arts, movie screenings and live
performances and lectures in various genres are
held. 51
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Key person in Okinawa City
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Individuals supporting the present and future of Okinawa City
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(What’s Up Akemi Dance School)
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Energize the town with the power of sausages and hams to a bustling street
MINEI Daichi (TESIO)

“TESIO” is a popular shop located on Koza gate street, which
manufactures and sells processed meats such as sausages and hams using
local Okinawan ingredients. Their products even won a gold medal at an
international meat processing contest held in Germany in 2019. The
owner, Mr. Minei has a strong passion for his hometown, Okinawa City,
where he spent all his childhood and participates in the city development
projects through unique initiatives, such as distributing free hot dogs to
voters during elections.

“I want everyone to feel like, Okinawa City has regained its liveliness,
especially around Gate street.”

To the town of music, young leaders teach how to dance
MATSUZAKI Akemi (What’ s Up Akemi Dance School)

“What's Up Akemi Dance School” is a popular dance school attended
by some 130 students, and has recently received many awards at dance
competitions within the prefecture. Akemi, the representative, spread
hip-hop dance to all generations, especially to youth in Okinawa.

She is a truly dedicated dance instructor who started her own classroom
at the age of 17. Akemi thinks that the reason why dance has spread
rapidly in Okinawa City in the recent years is because many people have
been accustomed to music since ancient times, and since they had the
ability to enjoy dancing closely related to music. “In 10 years, the
number of dance schools has increased, and many dance competitions
have been held. I feel that the level has risen dramatically because of the
environment where students can work hard together under a healthy
form of natural competition.” I am eager to create a place where dancers
can play an active part in building the city” s future.
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Challenge without fear of change to realize the city’s potential
OHAMA Yasuhiko (Koza Brewing Okinawa )

Mr. Ohama is the third generation owner of the Toyama liquor store, but
also operates Koza Brewing Okinawa, a craft beer shop manufacturer.
For him, the reason for expanding the field of activity not only in liquor
stores is clear: “to carve out my own living.” From where I come from, I
have only seen the ups and downs of the small and medium sized
businesses in food and beverages in Okinawa City, especially near Gate
street. “I learned early on, that if you don’t read the coming trends and
take the next leap of faith, you won’t be able to survive with your
business. I realized it’s important to take on challenges without fear of
change." As the words imply, in 2019, he opened a second store in
Kumoji, Naha city, one of Okinawa’s leading downtown districts. We
are thinking of a new attempt, with the possibility of Okinawa City's
potential expanding further with the completion of the arena in 2020.
The spirit of the challenge will not diminish.
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Challenge without fear of change to realize the city’ s potential
SHIMABUKURO Ko(Mobile Prince)

As an evangelist for smartphones and digital gadgets, as well as a writer,
lecturer, and radio personality

The Mobile Prince is also a native of Okinawa City. The charm of
Okinawa City is its international and diverse culture. “Now, the world is
calling for the importance of diversity, and Okinawa City has a natural
history of people of various races, genders and generations who have
lived and interacted with nature and themselves.” The wave of diversity
has spread to the world of smartphones and PCs, and there are many
people in Okinawa City who use not only the new trending items but
also the slightly old, enthusiast ones. Because of this diverse community,
I hope to convey the convenience of smartphones, which has already
become an important tool in our modern society, to as many people as
possible so they can live better lives.
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Key person in Okinawa City
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Connecting individual thinkers on the cutting edge to create a bigger circle
NAKAMURA Yoshiyuki (Mame pole pole)

Mr. Nakamura, a coffee roaster representing Okinawa prefecture, is a
native of Koza currently running two stores one in Takahara and another
in Chuo Park Avenue in Okinawa City. I felt that “Okinawa City has a
lot of people working on the cutting edge of their profession and genre
who are very much accepted locally.” It is often said that Okinawa City
has many people who pursue their passions deeply while having a strong
identity in their local neighborhood place called “Koza” as represented
by many Okinawan Rock stars. “I think the hands-on, underground
atmosphere created by the unique crowd of people is something not
easily found in major tourist destinations. That’ s why maybe many
unique people from all over the world still gather here to build and create
things.” Nakamura is convinced that Okinawa City will be able to make
a leap if its distinctive personality is combined into lines and rings.

Okinawa City is a city with warmth where new charm sleeps
YOGI Katsuyuki(Illustrator)

Mr. Yogi, an artist who has a gallery and atelier called “soranoe” on
Palmyra street, which is connected to Chuo Park Avenue street, was born
in Naha. After graduating from Okinawa Prefectural University of the
Arts, he worked as a graphic designer at a company in Tokyo before
returning to Okinawa. Soon, he found himself uninterested in the
little-Tokyoness of Naha city and found his comfort zone in Okinawa
City. He was able to set up an atelier in Okinawa City and now feels at
home. “While being close knit as a neighborhood and full of human
affection, the city is still very convenient and you can live in a
well-balanced manner.” Furthermore, in Okinawa City, in recent years,
younger generations have been challenging manufacturing and creating
new attractions. “Okinawa City's unique charms are increasing, so so
will its visitors. I hope to be able to play a part in that role as well.”
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The youngest self-government chairman in Okinawa City hopes to give back
(c)'\t%KAWA shizuya (Chairman, Yaeshima People’ s Association of Okinawa
1

In 2018, the youngest self-government chairman of the city was born in
the Yaeshima district of Okinawa City. Oyakawa, born and raised in the
district, witnessed a time in the past when local events were declining in
the absence of participants in the self-government. Based on the idea that
“I was once raised by my local elders and community of people,” took on
the role of self-government president to give back to the community. One
particular focus is on interaction with children; “I want to create an area
where children can become nostalgic and build a strong attachment to
where they are from when they grow up,” he held events at residents’
association offices and taught homework after school using his teacher's
license qualifications. The local youth association activities to which he
belonged also resumed. Recently its often said that people have less
connections to their neighborhood associations, and that is why the
residents’ association is working hard to interact with their local folks.

To make Koza a city where children want to live i in the future

OKUMA Yukie (Okinawa Clty Tourism Pr iation Youth Manager)
As the first female director in the Youth Club of the City” s Tourism and
Local Products Promotion Association, Mrs. Okuma has also been
working as the secretary-general of the Prefectural Wholesale Liquor
Association, helping run her family business, “Marumasa liquor store”
which has been in business for over 40 years in Okinawa. Mrs. Okuma,
also the vice chairman of the City PTA Federation and a member of the
Okinawa City Women’ s Tourism Project Team, is a powerful woman
who works vigorously in local activities. Her driving force is her
children; as a mother of four, Mrs. Okuma’ s goal is to make Okinawa
City economically prosperous and to raise the ease of living and create a
city where children want to stay and live in the future. Mrs. Okuma has
a strong attachment to Okinawa City, leading her to sustain various
activities while also taking on new challenges. “I want to continue to
have fun while trying to find out what we can do for our children.”
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The six urban images of Okinawa City

The 4th Okinawa City Comprehensive Urban Plan is titled, “Healthy and Beautiful Okinawa City” and “Bright and
Liveable Okinawa City.” Based on the slogan of "Okinawa City, rich in peace” the basic policy is “Show your love to
Okinawa City! The place that connects people, culture and environment.” With these six pillars, we are working toward
the realization of the future image, “City of International Culture and Tourism.”
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A city that creates a culture of peace
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A city of children who shine the future and reachout to a global audience
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A city where people’s hearts meet together in a peaceful circle
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A city that supports strong growth of industry
through its people and resources
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A city that is safe and gentle to the earth
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A city that connects a vibrant and comfortable space to the future
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Permanent peace in the world is the universal wish of mankind and is the heart of the Okinawan people. Okinawa City is where the Japanese instrument of surrender was
signed, marking the end of the war and opening the door to peace (Note 1). We aim to create a city that protects and creates peace based on the pacifist spirit of the Japanese
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A city that creates a culture of peace
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Constitution, which makes all citizens irreplaceable and respects human dignity.

Based on the spirit of peace, we aim to create a culture that enhances the self-realization of citizens and leverages the attractive and rich culture of Okinawa City.
(Note 1) The signing ceremony for the end of the Battle of Okinawa (September 7th, 1945) The Japanese instrument of surrender for the Battle of Okinawa was signed at

Morine, formerly Goeku village, marking an end to organized battle.
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(Note 2) Ordinance enacted on
April 1, 1993 for Okinawa City
Resident’ s Day for Peace.
Established on September 7 as
“Okinawa City Citizen's Day,” we
aim to create a town where all
citizens can enjoy a peaceful and
prosperous life.

Passing on the spirit of peace to the future

We value the spirit of citizens who support peaceful methods to realize these values
in their lives.

After the Battle of Okinawa, which is said to be the only ground war involving the
citizens of Japan, and the subsequent experience of separation and occupation,
citizens of Okinawa City declared the principles of Okinawa Citizens’ Day (Note 2),
to promise to create a place to think about peace and to keep sending their message
to the world.
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Creating a town that fosters a peaceful and rich life

Develop a healthy and affluent mind and body throughout life and expand the
circle of participation and collaboration so that anyone can learn, experience and
take advantage of him or herself, enjoy and live a fulfilling life anytime, anywhere.
As well as to create a lively and empathetic learning opportunity.

In addition, as citizens, all citizens will pass on and develop a peaceful and rich
culture that fosters the local community.
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(Note 3) Koza culture is said to be that of
post-war base culture, since the fusion of
various cultures, including traditional and
different cultures, has created a new and

energetic and powerful cultural space, post-war
Okinawa represents a true Champuluu mixed

culture. (Source: From the 3rd Okinawa City
Comprehensive Basic Plan)

Disseminating a unique Koza culture

‘We will work to make each citizen a charm of the city, with the source of the unique
culture of our city that created a new culture by fusing Okinawa’ s traditional
culture with the new and different.

Using Koza culture (Note 3) raised in Motoichi as a resource, we will create a new
cultural industry and promote a cultural creation town that will advance to the
world.
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A community that connects and trusts citizens connecting the world

In an era where international cooperation is more important than ever, citizens as
members of the international community should deepen exchanges both at home
and abroad based on mutual understanding, and foster leaders in international
community development. We promote mutual activities by citizens in the area and
welcome the creation of local communities that we can trust and support.
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The future of the earth is in the hands of our children. Developing humans who can play active roles in the world by promoting education that fosters a love of peace and
their own potential and creativity while ensuring the best interests of children for their future generations is a must.
Inherit the culture and climate of Okinawa City, that has been cultivated so far, to nurture a culture for children in which each child becomes the color of the town, and aim

for a child-friendly city with a peace of mind.
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A city of children who shine the future and
reachout to a global audience
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Support healthy growth and child care

All children will be nurtured with love and
understanding as irreplaceable human beings,
pioneering the future with their own hands, and
promoting the development of a city that grows freely
and powerfully.

We will be delighted with the birth of a new and
healthy life, enhance our ability to grow and nurture,
offer support in line with different lifestyle stages to
build a network that supports the local communities.
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(Note 1) Ability to live is to find
issues on their own, learn and think
for themselves, judge and act
independently, and solve problems. A
true rich humanity can be seen as a
heart that cares for others and
encourages you to live a healthy and
strong.

Promote education that demonstrates individuality and potential

Children will play, learn, cultivate the power to live through interaction with
people (Note 1), and promote education that integrates schools, homes, and
communities so that individuality and skills can be utilized.

We will promote education that expands the potential of each child and fosters
human resources who can learn, think, and act on their own so that they can create
an environment where everyone can learn equally.

S EERNLTEHE
3 CELOHRERBLT S

CEBIBEDBEICEZET. 857, Bhd 3. FEDE
B<NRBRE, BEBERBESNICKYEHNREEZNEL.
KREBFEDRORIRIRZEIRT,

ERPEIESNDL. RAFDIHARICHEA DHRZEIL
L. SIDEIPENBGABMZEEEDIC. TEBBDE
EREMELTEDDREDHR D<IICEVEHET .

Independent activities, creating a world of children

We will listen to the voices of children, support their independent activities
through free thinking and participation, such as the ability to play, engage, and
nurture curiosity, and create an environment abundant with smiles.

We will create opportunities to interact with nature and animals and encounter
unknown discoveries, foster the preciousness of life and humanity, to create a base
for children where their dreams and hopes can continue to shine.
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A city where people’s hearts meet together in a peaceful circle.
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(Note 1) Helping each other with
selflessness and disregard for any
returns for favors. (The idea is to
provide and support what you can

do, regardless of whether or not the
other party will reward you.)

Deepen the bond between people and foster coexistence.

We will work to enhance our comprehensive support system so that each person
can have confidence and pride, respect towards human rights, actively participate
in society with their own will and demonstrate their potentials.

Based on community strength, we will promote a welfare society where people
strive to understand and respect each other in the areas where they live and
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Supporting a healthy life of both mind and body

Citizens realize the importance of health and promote health measures and
disease prevention and countermeasures, improving the longevity of the city.

‘We will support the purpose of life or ikigai, aiming for a society where a variety
of ways of life can be realized and fulfilled throughout every life stage (Note 2).
(Note 2) Centering around ikigai for each stage of human life starting from
infancy, childhood, adolescence, middle-aged, old age, etc.
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‘We promote the development of a city full of joy and hope for life where everyone’ s dignity and human rights are protected, healthy and lively activities are secured and a

fulfilling life can be achieved.

Through the realization of a high-quality welfare society with little disparity, through the circle of supportive care in all areas where people live, we aim to be a city where

people can live in peace and harmony.

»

Create a city where people can work enjoyably

We will create a society where each individual can exert his or her own
motivation and ability according to their skills and work with a sense of
fulfillment and joy.

We will work to expand employment opportunities and support employment so
that you can choose the work style that suits you and lead to the realization of a
stable work-life balance.
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Support an independent lifestyle and build a reliable secure society

In order to ensure the security of citizens, a safety net is provided so that everyone can
receive social security and services such as pensions, medical care and nursing care,
and child-rearing support at any time to realize a sustainable welfare society. (Note 3)
‘We will support each person’s independent livelihood (Note 4) to build a society
where they can live life to its fullest.

(Note 3) Safety net should include various systems, such as a social security system
that supports the security and stability of people’s lives.

(Note 4) In addition to economic and physical independence, the ability to make use
of one’s own actions and way of life through self-determination.
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A city that supports strong growth of industry through
its people and resources
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Offering creative tourism and sightseeing utilizing attractive local resources, such as our international and diverse culture, music and entertainment, crafts as well as
agriculture and fishery (Note 1).

To revitalize the local economy by promoting local industries. We aim to build a sustainable industry by fostering human resources and creating new businesses by developing
networks between various industries.

(Note 1) A concept of tourism that visits areas with a high level of creative tourism, cultural arts and learns the unique characteristics of the area through other various
activities.
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Creating tourism utilizing rich local resources

Utilizing the unique cultural resources of the city, such as the eisa dance, rock
and roll and shimauta folk songs, which all have a proud heritage for the
citizens of Okinawa City, we will promote sightseeing and tourism where
people can come together, including overnight tours.

We will utilize the prefecture’ s leading sports facilities to enhance sports
conventions and create a variety of attractions linked to local sightseeing.
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Foster a manufacturing industry where skills and technologies cooperate

We will work to foster and promote local and new industries, such as
developing attractive Okinawan brands that make use of outstanding elements
such as traditional crafts, music, fashion and food. And cooperate with the
tourism industry to attract new companies.

‘We will promote local city products to both domestic and international market
and actively utilize local products to promote manufacturing that is closely
related to the local economy.

In cooperation with the port functions and distribution processing base of the
new Nakagusuku port area, we will strive to create new businesses and
promote the development of a vigorous manufacturing industry.
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Promoting the creation of attractive commerce
and revitalization of the central city area

In the central city area, we aim to create a lively and pleasant space where various
urban functions are located and we will work to enhance a comfortable place for
people to live, learn, work and live.

The shopping district lined with popular international and domestic stores, is the
driving force that has supported and contributed to the city’ s economy.

We will promote the creation of shopping districts that make use of communities
that stimulate cultural exchange and promote the revitalization of commercial
spaces through cooperation with local stores.
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Promote sustainable agriculture and fishery in cooperation with various industries

We will promote a sustainable agriculture and fishing industry that coexists with the
environment, such as suburban agriculture utilizing the subtropical climate, fishery that
grows and nurtures and by utilizing agribusiness (Note 2) models and marine resources that
cooperate with various industries including tourism. We will promote new businesses
based on agriculture and fishery such as blue tourism (Note 3).

We will work on promoting branding by improving the added value of agricultural,
livestock and marine products and support high production and distribution while building
anetwork of reliable information on city products to consumers.

(Note 2) Agribusiness activities point to agricultural production and related supply and processing fields,
as well as the enterprise itself and the industry as a whole.

(Note 3) A collective term for leisure activities that refresh the mind and body through an attractive and
fulfilling seaside marine experience, where visitors stay in the coastal villages of islands.
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A city that is safe and gentle to the earth
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Today, there is an evergrowing need to preserve a healthy and blessed environment to pass on to our future generations. We aim to be a city that coexists with nature,
protecting and nurturing the natural environment colored by seasonal flowers of the subtropical warm climate.

‘We will work on urban development where everyone can live in peace and security from all kinds of disasters and environmental dangers, strengthening the bond between
people and enhancing local safety.

e MIKIRIBLHA TS
1 i O EHHETT

MIRRIE CDRBEEG > TV SR
NDMRVERY HIRAERDOEEMICH
(I, BRFHARCE). BREAR(E2) OB
FEHELET,

BARREORE BEZRDECBIC, HT
FIVF—(23) DERPEEAERESULS
WIRERFEICKY . RIBEHET Dt O<
WEMR. B%E - TRO — B> TR
HET,

GE1) EpEiR

CO2 HHED™A RV, Ffeld, CO2 DHFHENTRINE
KDRVHR,

Aiming to create communities that coexist with the global environment

(x2) ERIMR We aim to build a low-carbon society (Note 1) and a recycling-oriented society (Note 2) to properly
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address global warming and to make effective use of limited natural resources.
Citizens, businesses, and governments will work together to create a community that coexists with the

environment by promoting the preservation and regeneration of the natural environment, through the use
of new energy (Note 3) as well as raising social awareness through environmental education.
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(Note 1) A society where CO2 emissions are low or CO2 emissions are less than absorption amounts in
a low-carbon society.

(Note 2) A society that aims to reduce the amount of recyclable social waste, increased use of renewable
resources while also reducing the consumption of natural resources.

(Note 3) New energy such as solar and wind power and synthetic energy that generates less CO2.

Alternatives to fossil fuel and oil. Of these, those at the stage of dissemination and awareness.
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Enhance security to build a safe city

In preparation for diversifying emergencies, such as the occurrence of natural
disasters and new infectious diseases, we will work to enhance local disaster
prevention and firefighting capabilities to improve infrastructure, as well as
promptly respond to mitigate damage and prevent natural accidents.

We promote crime prevention and traffic safety measures within the city, and by
cooperation and collaboration with citizens, we will promote the creation of a safe
and secure living environment that is welcoming to all.
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Citizens take the initiative to realize an eco-friendly life

The city will provide information and preventive measures to independent
consumers to fight against damaging scams and also work on consumer education
so that each and every citizen can live a healthy and prosperous consumer life.

They city will promote eco-friendly life (Note 4) through recycling activities and
other social awareness raising.

(Note 4) Recognizing the environmental impact of everyday life and practicing a
friendly method to nature and the environment.
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A city that connects a vibrant and comfortable
space to the future

B OPZELHELT, EVHD
fEsE- b, ERNGRELVRESH28
MIREBEZEN L. FHBICSD2BEVEEFES
ZRIBULE T,

MR—AUDEVDESULYEE ZX A .
REBCPTLLEHRZR SRR DL
TWEFT,

As the central city in the Chubu area, we will make use of our proud history and culture, international climate and unique natural environment to create a vibrant and

attractive city.
We will support the lives and activities of each and every citizen and promote eco-friendly cities to future generations.
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Regenerate the true face of Okinawa City

For the central city area, we will work to create an attractive community that is
integrated with base facilities such as Koza Music Town and the Okinawa
Children’ s future zone as core areas to develop and promote social, economic
and cultural activities.

We will work to create a space where people can enjoy walking, supported by
universal design and greenery, to strive to regenerate a lively “face of the
town.”
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Creating an urban cityscape full of green by taking advantage
of local characteristics

We will work on creating land and cityscapes that reflect the historical and
cultural characteristics of the city, such as the design of streets full of
international colours, to create and foster a vibrant local culture with pride.

We will work to create a peaceful space where you can feel the ocean,
greenery and wind by accommodating beautiful natural environments through
our parks, green spaces, and waterfronts.

A comfortable city that supports its citizens

We will work on the maintenance of a safe, secure and comfortable living
environment that is accessible for everyone, including a good living
environment that supports people’ s lives as well as social and industrial
activities.

With regard to the coastal area, we will promote regional development that
responds to the times, such as the development of an eastern coastal area that
takes advantage of its natural and regional landscapes.
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Connecting to your life Development of a transportation network

‘We plan construction of a wide-area transportation system utilizing the central
area of the city, striving to maintain an effective public transport system to foster
an environment of urban exchange.

We will work on creating a traffic environment to improve transportation
networks that are friendly to all, including the promotion of universal design for
the purpose of improving citizens’ lives and building safe and convenient
transportation functions that support the local economy.
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Okinawa City has formed a tie-up with 3 brother and sister cities in
Japan to expand the circle of exchange while taking advantage of the
characteristics of each city, with its different regionalities, cultures
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and industries. Outside Japan, we have an international sister city

S partnership with Lakewood city in the United States, to promote
5&;) |L0)$H:H international understanding and goodwill
. 4 d b .
Brother and Sister Cities .
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Osaka prefecture, Toyonaka city
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Toyonaka
City

The urban center housing Osaka International Airport

Toyonaka City is an urban city located in the northern part of central Osaka
prefecture with a population of about 400,000. It is a city where many people, goods
and information are exchanged, as well as being the doorway to 34 cities via the
Osaka International Airport (Itami Airport).

The exchange with Toyonaka City began in 1964 when Koza city gave spirit stones
and hibiscus to bereaved families at the memorial ceremony for the war dead and
airstrike victims of Toyonaka city. The city officially declared each other “brother
cities” in 1974 at the Okinawa City ceremony for citizens. After that, exchanges
through sports and music, such as the Toyonaka Festival held every year in
Toyonaka city, where a “Okinawa music stage” was included in the set. Toyonaka
city also performs annually at the Okinawa City industrial festival and Peaceful Love
Rock Festival.
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Yamagata prefecture, Yonezawa city
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Yonezawa
City

Snow country rich in nature

Yonezawa is a city located at the southernmost tip of Yamagata prefecture with a
population of about 86,000. It was a town that flourished as a castle town for Uesugi
(Yonezawa domain) in the Edo period. Although designated as a special heavy
snowfall area, you can enjoy hot springs, mountain climbing, skiing, and the city is
famous for “Yonezawa’s special ABC”; short for the initials of Tateyama apple
(Apple), Yonezawa beef (Beef), and Yonezawa carp (Carp).

The exchange with Yonezawa city started in 1974 when Uehara Seizen, who was
living in the city, collected the remains of a friend from Yonezawa and handed it over
to his family. Since then, we have continued various exchanges, such as friendship
exchanges for elementary school students that still continues today, and concluded a
sister city alliance in the year of the 20th anniversary of Okinawa City organization in
1994. Even today, cultural exchanges are being held through festivals as well as eisa
performances in both cities.
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Aichi prefecture, Tokai city
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The largest steel town in the central region

Tokai city has a population of about 114,000 located in the northwestern part of the
Chita peninsula in Aichi prefecture. It has the largest steel base in the Chubu area, and
is famous for its orchid cultivation, giving it the name “the city of steel and orchids.”

The exchange with Tokai city began when the village chief of Misato village (now
Okinawa City) visited Yokosuka town (now Tokai city) in 1967 and offered to
dispatch staff. Since then, the city has deepened exchanges through sports, eisa and
festivals, including friendship exchanges between junior high schools in both cities,
and formed sister city alliances in the 40th anniversary of Tokai municipal
organization and the 35th anniversary of Okinawa municipal organization in 2009.
Since 2017, cultural exchanges have been held at the “Okinawa Festival” featuring
eisa performance and Okinawan music.

State of Washington Lakewood City
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Lakewood

Washinton State
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The Uchinanchu World Congress connects people around the world
the city of lake and forest

Lakewood is located on the northern west coast of the United States near Seattle,
Washington. As the name implies, it is a city of lakes and forests, and is
approximately the same area mas as Okinawa City, with a population of about
58.,000.

The exchange with Lakewood was held at the Uchinanchu World Congress held in
1995, when Okinawa City called for an international sister city partnership. The
following year, a private ambassador living in Seattle, Moriichi Irei offered to act as a
liaison. Since then, we have continued education and cultural exchanges, such as
dispatching junior high school students overseas and studying at Pierce Junior
College. In 2002, we established an international sister city tie-up and dispatched
citizens on tours, performing arts and entertainment, and provided training to
numerous participants.
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Taking on the city’s challenges

The city council is a representative organization chosen ZHE HURD FURE UL30535

through democratic voting system that discusses and decides INE SPBE BE mEL B—EF BIEE

on the way of city administration. 1
The number of members of parliament is 30 by law. The
council has regular meetings held four times a year and
extraordinary meetings held as necessary and carefully
discusses various issues facing Okinawa City.

In addition, there are four standing committees (“General
Affairs Committee”, “Educational Welfare Committee”,
“Citizen Economy Committee”, “Construction Committee”)
and include special members for judging a large number of
bills from a professional perspective. They are established
within the “Special Committee on Investigating Bases Affairs”.
In addition, the “City Council Steering Committee” was set up
to plan the smooth operation of the council.

The council assembly is open to everyone. To find out about
current issues visit the “news from city council” page on the
city homepage.
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