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Okinawa City declared itself as the “Sports
Convention City” in 1996 with the aim of
fostering a healthy and abundant mind and
body and creating a vibrant sporting
community through sports activities rooted in
the local community. The city has sports
facilities that can be used by all of its citizens,
such as the Okinawa City KOZA Sports Park
and the Comprehensive Athletics Park. Also, a
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multipurpose arena of 10,000 people will be
completed in 2020, a first of its kind in the
prefecture.

Our city also hosts the Japanese professional
baseball team Hiroshima Toyo Carp’ s training
camps, and is the proud hometown for FC
Ryukyu, the Ryukyu Golden Kings, and a
sub-hometown for the Panasonic Panthers.

Many sports enthusiasts and fans come visit
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our city all year round for our sporting events
and various activities. The promotion of sports
in Okinawa City is increasing year by year.
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There are two major sports facilities in Okinawa City: the Okinawa

PEES) | D2AAR—ViEsgn e ) 2020FE(CIF—HARR Comprehensive Athletic Park and the Okinawa City Koza Sports Park.
D7 _7—1_65‘7"5@0 7°|:| . }_/'Qﬁl:ﬁb—g*‘gz% < @X/—R_\yé'{gpgﬂz In FY2020, an arena that can seat up to 10,000 people will be
s . completed. Many sports camps and athletic games are held regardless of
SGHEECNTVRT R E<OHIRAADALHFIBETES professional or amateur. In addition, there are many facilities that can be
LESINTEDRANRY MEEL., Xﬂf—‘yﬁ’ﬁé&“(at}tpﬁfﬁd)ﬁdt\ used by people in and out of the city, as well as many events year round
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to attend. Sports facilities play an important role in promoting the
culture and tourism of Okinawa City.
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The prefecture's first 10,000 user all-weather multi-purpose arena

The first 10,000 user multi-purpose arena in the prefecture will be opened in 2020.

It will be the home arena for the B league “Ryukyu Golden Kings” and also plans to host the
“FIBA Basketball World Cup 2023.” Combining ease of use for both concerts and conventions
matched with easy access makes the place a new landmark in the city.

HRIVFEICHRET 2

PR

@D A MR=—")

Bringing sports closer to the people of Okinawa City
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Sports events held throughout the year in Okinawa City is an
important aspect of tourism and cultural urban development.

In February, the Okinawa Marathon, one of the largest marathon
events in the prefecture, was held and more than 10,000 runners
from inside and outside the prefecture participated. In March, the
“Okinawa Mayor's Cup High School Basketball Tournament” was
held, inviting top-level teams and high school students to the city. In
October, the city hosts the “Okinawa City Sports Day” at the
Okinawa municipal sports complex to celebrate the day for physical
education. On sports day, various sports experience classes are held
and a wide range of generations are gathered and enjoyed.
Furthermore, the FC Ryukyu and Ryukyu Golden Kings’ official
games are frequently held, making it an ideal environment for
watching sports for all citizens.

Okinawa City holds the annual “Okinawa City Sports Day” in
October to enjoy sports and realize a healthy and vibrant society. We
also conduct physical fitness tests, classes and trial experiences for
various sports.
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Okinawa City Mayor's Cup High School Basketball Tournament

The Okinawa City Mayor's Cup High School Basketball Tournament is an international
exchange tournament, where the city invites powerful teams from outside the prefecture
and abroad, as well as top level highschool players to compete. There is a league
tournament and exhibition match for elementary and middle school students as well as a
slam dunk contest.
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The city of eisa dancing
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The eisa dance has been a crucial aspect of the
culture in Okinawa City since ancient times and is
now a summer tradition that represents the entire
Okinawa island, widely known outside the prefecture
as a traditional form of art. Many Okinawans feel
their heart beating to the sound of the eisa drums, or
“chimudondon” during this period of the year. Let’ s
e ¢ ry and roots.
n and development of eisa drives the hearts

a City citizens.
part of the old obon festival ceremony and a
significant part of ancestor worship, similar in form to
the obon dance on the mainland. There are various
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theories about the origin, but its long history can be

inferred from the fact that it is mentioned in the

“Veritable Records of the Joseon Dynasty(1947)” as

having a history of more than 500 years. It has been

popular in various places since ancient times, but the

“Koza City Eisa contest” , held in 1956 led to a

diversified form of eisa dancing paying attention to

n costumes and other performative aspects of

aince. The contest was abolished in 1977 and

its name to the kinawa Zento Eisa

, gaining popularity among people inside

and outside the prefecture as the largest eisa event in
Okinawa Prefecture.
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In order to carry on the history of eisa which was
developed mainly in Okinawa City, as well as to
promote Okinawa City as the “hometown of Eisa” ,a
cultural revitalization of eisa was declared in 2007 by
Okinawa City. In 2011, Okinawa City’ s PR character
was born for eisa dancing and monuments were built
in various parts of the city to celebrate its history.
There is even an online certification course for the
history of eisa in Okinawa City. In 2018, the “Eisa
Museum” opened in Koza Music Town as a cultural
hub base for eisa promoters. We are further promoting
urban cultural development using eisa as a keyword.




HRBMMMCREE D T Y —ZTHZOIA Y —LRARLE S ? TAY—IC DV COBERICIAHHIBBEILE T,

IA1
[T 0—DF5HEMI%ZPR (R4
TBFvSITI— I Y1 'Q‘,‘ :
FEIXT. Ko Bsch M|
[ —Vv—H—H—] 55,

Q 25ZHT(H—>TH?

BRICKR>TL 3 BB ERET B
U »HICHESN2REYELIBBED7H1380
5158D3BANIERRAR . HEDAS
T 138%& UV —] 14B%E[FARE].
158% [ —J 4| >TES AL IBRD
RICIFSHEENSHTT A I — %D =15
PAFDBNEZTE->TWVD K,

ITAY9—(3
WDIBE-I=D?

ERFIAT—HVDONSEDKRDICHE I
MEFRELLDD > TLRL T VLK DL DER
PNHBBARE. ZDROV EDIT, 1603F(TE L
RORPEAEVNDBHSAICK > THRIKICE
ZONEFXLEY INITA Y —(C&(ELIcED
SEONTVB AR MICEWV DNERN T BN
STORARCH TR TA T —DFEHEIAT
TEORFERIEK !

Q TAY—>TERBEY ?

TAY—DZFBLF ZRERICEDET X

¢ SHEFRWYTEONTVD K AHICBHWL

DHVERENS > T HiBMZ(F L% < Dt
B TIFARZEMARD I A T —EKAMIC
BIN—3VT—EVSRRYDARZ DN S
W HHD KT LT EIFPRBASILE T
FARZFEORBRVWFRULITOIAY—%
WO CTLWBH®H DAL FIEIFOT
AT BOIAP—DEREHEHOLNT
WC BB ERFRY T/ Y —1Eokh
o TAT—E 0> THMEPEEF. FHIC
KO CELRBEY NG > TEREVATLT,

ERBALSH
TAH—%ZHE3D?

TAY—(FECHIFOEERMUCTHRBSN

0 DEFRDHBIEE A B » AZEICK D

TSN TV D K PEmEFERBERIC
BULTLIFENM21EESG Y . ZNFNIC
IAH—DRN G > T.Balb5HEOKR
PRIAT—ZMEALUTVDAR . EFRT
IAY—DACH . EBEBLTEBLRBRS
VT4 7 EEEELCVWC EICE TR
MERBRWERERAT,

ENRSTEIC
SHhETHZD?

TAY—DESNIE UDHIEBERFILBDHR =

%m? 5721z Uiz [B4hE) TS NTW = EShNT

WB KR ZZICEDSRVMANTLBHEED
EFEPRZE DI U PRI L BEN S
BHICHICLUA—RPSIFRBRETHREDHE
(ST U T EEBRBT L LB REE D Il D B & 5
[CRD AR AMICHZ U I )V CH 2 this
BHDILTAT—CHONTVD S (& [
U5 THYU XLPIEANNE S 7 E il wEE

IAY—>THREEIFT
HS5NTVBD?

TAY—IF. 100FEL LFID/ND A THE
FLREDFF—2VF 2 CHBDAN)ZEICKST
EONTWEAR. ZUT. BERBHRERIC
(F R AR BN EEBRECT2le0F
FT—UFa1EICKH>TEATHRSNTLE
AR ITA V=3B EDCH=ETHH
WD S B EHICER-HBLTHLWL
[BWELA I—I WL L. S TlaEASH, tH
FERTEONTLD AL,

R GBI ET T =R T v = EETA

TWLAWA P H NS T/ —%ZED &
FClF . BOHAIICHEBUTH T,

BZEYDAROZTBA?

N e VT B o\ o 8 e e 1 2 3,

EAMDMIH TE[FTADFIEVWSEVGDHS
AR RS IHABNIED>TVB[F 3 VT 5—]F.
BERNDERED C ERATE T T I v—IF BT
BEHEZERY FFBRII TR ERIBINEER
2ERI2HZNIRLULTVRVERT SR
WKL REITR ATES



INFORMATION

18

I‘I"U'—’éiﬂbs $ “s %bi}

IAfY—5

Get to know, learn and enjoy the art of Eisa

Eisa MUSEUM
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Eisa MUSEUM, located in the center of Okinawa City, was opened in 2018 as a special facility dedicated to
experiencing Eisa and you can explore, learn, and enjoy, the traditional performing arts that Okinawa is proud of.
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A place to experience and enjoy Eisa’ s past and present

Inside Koza Music Town is the major information distribution center for Eisa, a large
site with two floors and a total area of about 1,000m. In the free-admission zone on
the first floor, there is an eisa resource center and merchandise store. While the paid
zone on the second floor has a video corner with the latest audiovisual technology, as
well as a corner where you can touch eisa costumes and instruments. There is also a
rich archive of valuable eisa materials collected from Japan and around the world.
You can actually experience eisa dancing with a reservation, and you can learn how to
play eisa through a hands on experience.
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Enjoy eisa event
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Okinawa City prvides an “Eisa knowledge exam” to improve your understanding of eisa. There are three levels
to the exam, from Grade 3 (beginner) to Grade 1 (expert). Only those who have passed the exam can proceed
to the next level, and certificates are issued to those who pass Grades 1 and 2. Anyone can take the exam free of
charge anytime on a PC or smartphone, so even you can take on the challenge.
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A town of “music” is always
full of sounds

TEIED S,

HUWFFFT0v T [C=ROMBEEER. 7758\ TA Y —KROEE X T, P8

- [BIMENTOE T JPigmHICIE ) B<EROELEMEICETFERDX(EZ G U

Okinawa City is full of various “sounds” , from intense Okinawan rock to the delicate sound of the Sanshin and the powerful eisa d
introduces the history of music resounding in Okinawa City and the culture of music familiar to citizens.
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Throughout history, Okinawa City has been the
birthplace of many excellent singers and song
writers of traditional Ryukyu folk songs and after
the end of the war, excellent singers such as
KADEKARU Rinshou and NOBORIKAWA Seijin
have been produced. Meanwhile, during the
Vietnam War in the 1960s, Koza musicians
developed powerful rock stages and improved their
skills against US soldiers heading to the battlefield.
Born in such an environment, legendary rock bands
such as “Murasaki” and “Condition Green” became
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Why is Okinawa City known as the city of music?

sy

popular and laid the foundation for Okinawan Rock.
Not only American soldiers but also the youth of
Koza would get drunk on the stage performances of
these rock and rollers.

In the 1970's, FUKUHARA Tsuneo released several
famous songs such as “Bashofu” and
“Yunano-hana”, and KINA Shokichi performed the
popular hit song “Haisai Ojisan”. In the 1990s,
“Rinken Band” and “Nénés” debuted, and in recent
years “DA PUMP (ISSA)” and “Orange Range”
have grown popular nationwide.

In this way, rock and folk songs have evolved and

become mixed with each other, and the unique Koza
culture of Okinawa has been nurtured by music,
leading to the moniker of “Okinawa City, City of
Music.” Then, in 1983, the largest rock event in
Okinawa, “Peaceful Love Rock Festival” started,
and in 2007, “Music Town Oto Ichiba” was born.
Various music events are held in the city throughout
the year.
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Feel the “Sound” of Okinawa City at “Koza Music Town”

The Music Town Oto Ichiba is a complex music facility that symbolizes the “Okinawa City, the city of Music” that has
been formed over the years and is based on regional revitalization through music. It is composed of live halls, music studios,
open air music stages among others. It has been used as a place to nurture various genres of music and entertainment
culture, and has been popular with local citizens. Large-scale events such as the “Peaceful Love Rock Festival”, brings
famous artists, as well as independent concerts and regional events are being held widely. It is also a workplace for local
musicians and place of entertainment for children.

We are also focusing on nurturing talented musicians by proactively providing opportunities for younger generations, to
feel and experience more music.

Various music events held in the city
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Okinawa City, full of children’ s smiles
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stering rich sensibilities and the

‘Through facilities and events where children can enjoy individually, we promote healthy growth|w
ability‘to'learn'and promote the development of a children-friendly City:
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Okmawﬁ Clty declared the “Children’s City”
eclaration in 2008 after the 2005 census found that

_. the proportion of young people under the age of 15
~was No. | in Japan. In order to realize a

children-friendly city, we are developing an urban
project for children from three directions: networking,
= human resource development, and location planning.

.3 The Okinawa Zoo and Museum serves a key role,

with about 200 types of animals, including mammals,
birds, fish, and reptiles, including rare creatures living

© in the Ryukyu archipelago. By seeing these various

animals up close, hopefully children can experience
the preciousness and respect towards life, and also
experience interacting with small animals. In
addition, the Wonder Museum and Children’s Center,
which hold workshops and hands-on exhibitions,
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have a variety of programs to nurture children’s
independence and sensitivity throughout the year.
There are various events throughout the year, such as
the popular “Saturday Night Zoo,” where the entire
family can enjoy a special evening outing together at
the zoo.
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Urban development reflecting children’s opinions

To learn more about the cities and communities
in which they live, children of our city hold their
“Okinawa City Children’s Assembly” as a place
where they can express their will as members of
society and participate in community
development.

30 members of the Diet recommended by the

municipal junior high school and appointed by
the mayor repeat preliminary training for about
half a year, including debate training and tours of
major facilities, surveys of town walks, hearing
of the city council, interviews with city staff and
questions to put together tangible suggestions.

The Children’s Assembly has been held every

year since 2014, and has expressed the opinions
which children have learned and compiled from
past activities.

The child assembly can be observed through live
internet broadcast on the city’s official website.
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Enriched environment and facilities to support childcare
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OKIIKU,” OKIIKU notebook

“OKIIKU” is a portal site for childcare support in Okinawa City.

For child-raising households living and working in the city, we collect
information on child-care facilities, parks and children’s facilities,
consultation counters in case of trouble, and various child-raising
information useful for child-raising.

In addition, the Okinawa City Children’s Support Guidebook OKIIKU
Notebook provides information on procedures, services, and facilities
tailored to the child’s growth process, as well as portal sites, and other
useful information for childcare.
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Okinawa City Child Care Generation Support Center “Yui-port”

“Yui-port” is located in the “Child Consultation and Health Section” which
provides maternal and child health handbooks, maternity checkups, and infant
and child checkups.

Established in October of 2018, we offer consultation for pregnancy,
childbirth and child care, public health, nurses, midwives as well as mental
health staff. Highly trained professionals provide you with information and
introduces the contact person in charge according to the concerns and needs of
the child-rearer.

In addition, a place to support young pregnant women as well as infants and
children who have not been examined has been installed in the Mother and
Child Future Center.

We introduce them to related parties such as the Okinawa City Maternal and
Child Health Promotion Council, who are conducting occasional visits and
provide overall support.

In addition to women, we also accept consultations from men who are raising
children, families and friends, and call on the use of many citizens as a
consultation window if you or someone you know is wondering where to go
for questions regarding pregnancy, childbirth and child care.

OKIIKU (&E WL <) /OKIIKU Fiig

The Jidokan and children’s center

The Jidokan is a free facility for children
aged O to under 18 years old. There are
various rooms such as a play room, a library
room, a study room, and a meeting room
where you can play indoors even on a rainy
day. It is also a place for making friends
with mothers and interacting with parents
who are also raising children.
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Based on the ideal of permanent peace as stated in the Constitution of Japan, Okinawa City has decided to work with people from all over the
world promising to abolish nuclear weapons to realize permanent peace for mankind, on June 28, 1985, the Declaration of a Peaceful City for the
Elimination of Nuclear Weapons was made.
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Declaration of a peaceful city for abolition of nuclear weapons September 7th is Okinawa Citizen” s Day of Peace

Okinawa prefecture became a place for a terrible
ground battle involving the residents during the Great
War, and the people of the prefecture were sacrificed.
Against this background, the city will work with
people from all over the world swearing to abolish
nuclear weapons based on the principle of permanent
peace in the Japanese Constitution in order to appeal
to the world for eradication of war and achieve world
peace. And decided to realize the permanent peace of
mankind, and declared the "peace city for abolition of
nuclear weapons" in 1985.

In 1991, the “Parent and Child Peace Ambassador
Project” was launched, in which the Peace
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Ambassadors were dispatched alternately to the
Hiroshima and Nagasaki cities affected by the atomic
bomb. Since the surrender signing ceremony of the
Battle of Okinawa was held in Morine, Motoichi, on
September 7, 1945, the purpose of Heisei 1993 was to
promote the development of a town where all people
can enjoy a peaceful and affluent life. The first
nationwide municipal “Peace Day” was enacted by
law for the first time nationwide, and September 7
was designated as “Okinawa Citizen's Day” . Every
year from August 1 to September 7 is Peace Month.
We are promoting peace action programs such as
tours of the battlefields and peace courses.

Also, as 74 years have passed since the end of the
war, the number of “narrators” has been decreasing
year by year due to the aging of people who have
experienced war. For this reason, we will deepen the
awareness of citizens' peace through the support of
peace learning and peace exchange activities and the
enhancement of networks, including the discovery of
“narratives” of memories of the Battle of Okinawa
and the development of human resources. We are
conducting a training of Ambassador for Peace as
much as possible.
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What is Okinawa City Peace Ambassador?

Aiming at training human resources to create a peaceful 21st century,
learn the misery of war, the value of peace, and the importance of life
through peace learning and peace exchange, and pass on the miserable
experiences and lessons of the Okinawa war to the next generation
Every year since 1991, we have trained Ambassadors for Peace.

A junior high school ambassador recommended by each junior high
school in Okinawa City and a business ambassador selected by public
recruitment will participate in a 9-month training, attending lectures
and museums on Okinawa's history and culture, the Battle of Okinawa,
and the Okinawa Battle Site. In order to create a peaceful society
while learning the misery of war and the importance of peace through
fieldwork, ceremony attendance, training outside the prefecture, etc.,
we continue to send peace exchanges and permanent peace.
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Creating a lively city with a peace of mind
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Ambassador Song for Peace

The narrator of the times, a song by the peace ambassador, is a song that tells future
generations the wish for permanent peace written and composed by Motoichi officials.
The accredited peace ambassador participates in events both inside and outside the
prefecture held by municipalities and citizens' groups, and spreads "peace" while singing
with sign language.
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