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Osaka prefecture, Toyonaka city
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Toyonaka
City

The urban center housing Osaka International Airport

Toyonaka City is an urban city located in the northern part of central Osaka
prefecture with a population of about 400,000. It is a city where many people, goods
and information are exchanged, as well as being the doorway to 34 cities via the
Osaka International Airport (Itami Airport).

The exchange with Toyonaka City began in 1964 when Koza city gave spirit stones
and hibiscus to bereaved families at the memorial ceremony for the war dead and
airstrike victims of Toyonaka city. The city officially declared each other “brother
cities” in 1974 at the Okinawa City ceremony for citizens. After that, exchanges
through sports and music, such as the Toyonaka Festival held every year in
Toyonaka city, where a “Okinawa music stage” was included in the set. Toyonaka
city also performs annually at the Okinawa City industrial festival and Peaceful Love
Rock Festival.
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Brother and Sister Cities
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Yonezawa
City

Snow country rich in nature

Yonezawa is a city located at the southernmost tip of Yamagata prefecture with a
population of about 86,000. It was a town that flourished as a castle town for Uesugi
(Yonezawa domain) in the Edo period. Although designated as a special heavy
snowfall area, you can enjoy hot springs, mountain climbing, skiing, and the city is
famous for “Yonezawa’s special ABC”; short for the initials of Tateyama apple
(Apple), Yonezawa beef (Beef), and Yonezawa carp (Carp).

The exchange with Yonezawa city started in 1974 when Uehara Seizen, who was
living in the city, collected the remains of a friend from Yonezawa and handed it over
to his family. Since then, we have continued various exchanges, such as friendship
exchanges for elementary school students that still continues today, and concluded a
sister city alliance in the year of the 20th anniversary of Okinawa City organization in
1994. Even today, cultural exchanges are being held through festivals as well as eisa
performances in both cities.
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Okinawa City has formed a tie-up with 3 brother and sister cities in
Japan to expand the circle of exchange while taking advantage of the
characteristics of each city, with its different regionalities, cultures
and industries. Outside Japan, we have an international sister city
partnership with Lakewood city in the United States, to promote
international understanding and goodwill.
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Aichi prefecture, Tokai city
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The largest steel town in the central region

Tokai city has a population of about 114,000 located in the northwestern part of the
Chita peninsula in Aichi prefecture. It has the largest steel base in the Chubu area, and
is famous for its orchid cultivation, giving it the name “the city of steel and orchids.”

The exchange with Tokai city began when the village chief of Misato village (now
Okinawa City) visited Yokosuka town (now Tokai city) in 1967 and offered to
dispatch staff. Since then, the city has deepened exchanges through sports, eisa and
festivals, including friendship exchanges between junior high schools in both cities,
and formed sister city alliances in the 40th anniversary of Tokai municipal
organization and the 35th anniversary of Okinawa municipal organization in 2009.
Since 2017, cultural exchanges have been held at the “Okinawa Festival” featuring
eisa performance and Okinawan music.

State of Washington Lakewood City
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Lakewood

Washinton State
Seattle
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The Uchinanchu World Congress connects people around the world
the city of lake and forest

Lakewood is located on the northern west coast of the United States near Seattle,
Washington. As the name implies, it is a city of lakes and forests, and is
approximately the same area mas as Okinawa City, with a population of about
58.,000.

The exchange with Lakewood was held at the Uchinanchu World Congress held in
1995, when Okinawa City called for an international sister city partnership. The
following year, a private ambassador living in Seattle, Moriichi Irei offered to act as a
liaison. Since then, we have continued education and cultural exchanges, such as
dispatching junior high school students overseas and studying at Pierce Junior
College. In 2002, we established an international sister city tie-up and dispatched
citizens on tours, performing arts and entertainment, and provided training to
numerous participants.
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