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Key person in Okinawa City
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Energize the town with the power of sausages and hams to a bustling street
MINEI Daichi (TESIO)

“TESIO” is a popular shop located on Koza gate street, which
manufactures and sells processed meats such as sausages and hams using
local Okinawan ingredients. Their products even won a gold medal at an
international meat processing contest held in Germany in 2019. The
owner, Mr. Minei has a strong passion for his hometown, Okinawa City,
where he spent all his childhood and participates in the city development
projects through unique initiatives, such as distributing free hot dogs to
voters during elections.

“I want everyone to feel like, Okinawa City has regained its liveliness,
especially around Gate street.”

To the town of music, young leaders teach how to dance
MATSUZAKI Akemi (What’ s Up Akemi Dance School)

“What's Up Akemi Dance School” is a popular dance school attended
by some 130 students, and has recently received many awards at dance
competitions within the prefecture. Akemi, the representative, spread
hip-hop dance to all generations, especially to youth in Okinawa.

She is a truly dedicated dance instructor who started her own classroom
at the age of 17. Akemi thinks that the reason why dance has spread
rapidly in Okinawa City in the recent years is because many people have
been accustomed to music since ancient times, and since they had the
ability to enjoy dancing closely related to music. “In 10 years, the
number of dance schools has increased, and many dance competitions
have been held. I feel that the level has risen dramatically because of the
environment where students can work hard together under a healthy
form of natural competition.” I am eager to create a place where dancers
can play an active part in building the city” s future.
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Individuals supporting the present and future of Okinawa City
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Challenge without fear of change to realize the city’s potential

OHAMA Yasuhiko (Koza Brewing Okinawa )

Mr. Ohama is the third generation owner of the Toyama liquor store, but
also operates Koza Brewing Okinawa, a craft beer shop manufacturer.
For him, the reason for expanding the field of activity not only in liquor
stores is clear: “to carve out my own living.” From where I come from, I
have only seen the ups and downs of the small and medium sized
businesses in food and beverages in Okinawa City, especially near Gate
street. “I learned early on, that if you don’t read the coming trends and
take the next leap of faith, you won’t be able to survive with your
business. I realized it’s important to take on challenges without fear of
change." As the words imply, in 2019, he opened a second store in
Kumoji, Naha city, one of Okinawa’s leading downtown districts. We
are thinking of a new attempt, with the possibility of Okinawa City's
potential expanding further with the completion of the arena in 2020.
The spirit of the challenge will not diminish.

|-l
v

Challenge without fear of change to realize the city’ s potential
SHIMABUKURO Ko(Mobile Prince)

As an evangelist for smartphones and digital gadgets, as well as a writer,
lecturer, and radio personality

The Mobile Prince is also a native of Okinawa City. The charm of
Okinawa City is its international and diverse culture. “Now, the world is
calling for the importance of diversity, and Okinawa City has a natural
history of people of various races, genders and generations who have
lived and interacted with nature and themselves.” The wave of diversity
has spread to the world of smartphones and PCs, and there are many
people in Okinawa City who use not only the new trending items but
also the slightly old, enthusiast ones. Because of this diverse community,
I hope to convey the convenience of smartphones, which has already
become an important tool in our modern society, to as many people as
possible so they can live better lives.
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Connecting individual thinkers on the cutting edge to create a bigger circle
NAKAMURA Yoshiyuki (Mame pole pole)

Mr. Nakamura, a coffee roaster representing Okinawa prefecture, is a
native of Koza currently running two stores one in Takahara and another
in Chuo Park Avenue in Okinawa City. I felt that “Okinawa City has a
lot of people working on the cutting edge of their profession and genre
who are very much accepted locally.” It is often said that Okinawa City
has many people who pursue their passions deeply while having a strong
identity in their local neighborhood place called “Koza” as represented
by many Okinawan Rock stars. “I think the hands-on, underground
atmosphere created by the unique crowd of people is something not
easily found in major tourist destinations. That’ s why maybe many
unique people from all over the world still gather here to build and create
things.” Nakamura is convinced that Okinawa City will be able to make
a leap if its distinctive personality is combined into lines and rings.

Okinawa City is a city with warmth where new charm sleeps
YOGI KatsuyuKi(Illustrator)

Mr. Yogi, an artist who has a gallery and atelier called “soranoe” on
Palmyra street, which is connected to Chuo Park Avenue street, was born
in Naha. After graduating from Okinawa Prefectural University of the
Arts, he worked as a graphic designer at a company in Tokyo before
returning to Okinawa. Soon, he found himself uninterested in the
little-Tokyoness of Naha city and found his comfort zone in Okinawa
City. He was able to set up an atelier in Okinawa City and now feels at
home. “While being close knit as a neighborhood and full of human
affection, the city is still very convenient and you can live in a
well-balanced manner.” Furthermore, in Okinawa City, in recent years,
younger generations have been challenging manufacturing and creating
new attractions. “Okinawa City's unique charms are increasing, so so
will its visitors. | hope to be able to play a part in that role as well.”
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The youngest self-government chairman in Okinawa City hopes to give back
8\{3KAWA shizuya (Chairman, Y ima People’ s Association of Okinawa
1

In 2018, the youngest self-government chairman of the city was born in
the Yaeshima district of Okinawa City. Oyakawa, born and raised in the
district, witnessed a time in the past when local events were declining in
the absence of participants in the self-government. Based on the idea that
“I was once raised by my local elders and community of people,” took on
the role of self-government president to give back to the community. One
particular focus is on interaction with children; “I want to create an area
where children can become nostalgic and build a strong attachment to
where they are from when they grow up,” he held events at residents'
association offices and taught homework after school using his teacher's
license qualifications. The local youth association activities to which he
belonged also resumed. Recently its often said that people have less
connections to their neighborhood associations, and that is why the
residents” association is working hard to interact with their local folks.

To make Koza a city where children want to ll\e in the future

OKUMA Yukie (Okinawa City Tourism Pr Youth Manag
As the first female director in the Youth Club of the City’ s Tourism and
Local Products Promotion Association, Mrs. Okuma has also been
working as the secretary-general of the Prefectural Wholesale Liquor
Association, helping run her family business, “Marumasa liquor store”
which has been in business for over 40 years in Okinawa. Mrs. Okuma,
also the vice chairman of the City PTA Federation and a member of the
Okinawa City Women’ s Tourism Project Team, is a powerful woman
who works vigorously in local activities. Her driving force is her
children; as a mother of four, Mrs. Okuma’ s goal is to make Okinawa
City economically prosperous and to raise the ease of living and create a
city where children want to stay and live in the future. Mrs. Okuma has
a strong attachment to Okinawa City, leading her to sustain various
activities while also taking on new challenges. “I want to continue to
have fun while trying to find out what we can do for our children.”
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