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OYAMA
Chojyo
(deceased)
December 25, 1901—
November 24, 1999

Born in Yamazato district
of the former Goeku Village
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NAKAMURA
Tetujiro
(deceased)

February 1, 1914—
September 11, 2009

Born in Chibana district

of the former Misato Village
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Graduated from Prefectural Agricultural School and Prefectural Normal School.
Before the war, he served as a teacher at an elementary school in the northern part
of the main island, and also served as the principal of Goeku Youth School.
Immediately after the end of the war, he became the principal of Murokawa
Elementary School in Kozashi, and worked hard to rejuvenate post-war public
education. Later, he participated in the formation of the Okinawa Social
Democratic Party, and was elected to the legislative assembly in 1954 to enter the
world of politics. In 1958, he was elected mayor of Koza. As chief of the base city
under the U.S. military administration, he managed the municipal administration
under the U.S. occupation and served in the role until Misato village and Koza city
merged to form Okinawa City in 1974. During this time, the issue of U.S. military
personnel conduct in off-limit areas, the growing sentiment towards reversion and
the Koza riots, among other things, Oyama continued to stand between the U.S.
military and local citizens to appeal for a “break away from a base-dependent
economy.”

In 1992, the Ryukyu Shimpo Prize was awarded for his achievements in Okinawa
City’ s development, local self-government and welfare activities. In 1997, the
year of the infamous incident of the rape of a local school girl, Oyama published
his book titled “Okinawa Declaration of Independence.”
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Born in Chibana, Misato village. Worked at Misato village office after graduating
Misato Elementary School and Prefectural Agriculture and Forestry School. For
20 years from 1932, he was instrumental in promoting regional agriculture,
improving technology, and providing guidance. In 1954, he was appointed as
Misato village assistant, and from 1959 he served as secretary of the central circuit
for seven years. In 1966, he was elected mayor of Misato, and served two terms
and a total of eight years, during which he implemented the projects of the Awase
inland sea reclamation site, promoted the Misato area land readjustment project,
and promoted the improvement of the urban environment infrastructure and
economic development of Misato village. In particular, for the issue of poison gas
transfer by the U.S. military that was carried out twice in 1971, from the standpoint
of protecting the livelihood of his villagers, he worked with the Yara administration
chief at the time, the U.S. military and the prefectural leaders to develop and
implement peaceful solutions to the problems. In the merger of Koza city and
Misato village, the city held social gatherings and focused on consensus among the
villagers to achieve the birth of Okinawa City in 1974.

Since then, he has served as a member of the Council for Investigating Citizens’
Cultural Properties and as a member of the City National Health Insurance
Management Council.
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The honorary citizens of Okinawa City is a title awarded to those who have contributed to the development of the region and whose achievements
are remarkable and deeply respected by citizens.In 2014, on the memorable year of the 40th anniversary of the city’s municipal organization, four
people were honored as the first honorable citizens.Laying the foundation for Okinawa City’s urban development.

SHIMABUKURO

Masao
(deceased)

September 25, 1922—
April 24, 2018
Originally from Higashi
Village
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In 1951, he began studying under Nomuraryu’s MIYAHIRA Sanei, earned an
instructor’s license in 1960, as well as a master teacher’s license in 1968, and
worked to further acquire and hone his traditional techniques. After the opening
of the National Theater in 1967, he performed in “The 1st Ryukyu Performing
Arts Performance”, as well as other notable performances hosted by the National
Theater. In 1998, he also contributed to the recording and publishing of
Nomuraryu classical music on 12 cassette tapes.

In 1972, he was named as a person holding the Okinawa prefecture’s designated
intangible cultural property “Okinawa Traditional Dance” (song and sanshin).
Furthermore, in 1986 he was named national important intangible cultural
property for his “Kumi odori.” 1999 certified as an Okinawan designated
intangible cultural property for “Nomuraryu Okinawa traditional music” and in
2000, a nationally important intangible cultural property “Ryukyu classical
music” holder (living national treasure). From 1974 to 1984, he served as
chairman of the Nomuraryu Music Association, and since 1988, he has worked as
a counselor for the association and trained many successors. In 1992, he was
awarded the Okinawa Prefecture Cultural Achievement Award, and in 1996,

received the Regional Cultural Achievement Award from the Minister of
Education.

UEYONABARU
Hirokazu
May 22, 1971—

Originally from and
Still Living in Okinawa City
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While working for a construction company in 2000, on his way home by
motorcycle, he suffered a traffic accident and damaged his cervical spine, resulting
in quadriplegia.

Ueyonabaru participated in a wheelchair marathon as part of rehabilitation in the
2003 Ginowan Wheelchair Marathon for the first time. In 2006, he won the Oita
International Wheelchair Marathon in the half marathon section and set new
tournament records. Since then, he has participated in many tournaments and has
set many records. In the Nagano Wheelchair Marathon in 2008, he made a new
Japanese record in half marathon. At the Beijing Paralympics, he competed in the
marathon and won a silver medal. After returning to Japan, he received the
Honorable Prefectural Citizen’ s Award. In 2012, he finished 7th at the London
Paralympic Games at 800m race, 6th at the Rio de Janeiro Paralympics 400m race
and 4th in the 1500m race. At the Dubai 2019 World Para Athletics
Championships, he won 2nd place in the 1500m race and 4th place in the 400m
race. He is nominated to compete in two races for the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic

Games as part of the Japanese national team.
A world famous athlete and great role model for our youth.
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