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History of Okinawa City
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The history engraved in the changing
of the names of Goeku, Misato, Koja and Koza

In the age of the Ryukyu kingdom, Goeku magiri and Misato magiri were cut off from Okinawa
prefecture in 1908 and changed to Misato village with the implementation of the island village
system.

After the end of the Battle of Okinawa and its fierce ground battle that caused many casualties, a
municipal system was set up in the areas where population increased rapidly, mainly in refugee
camps. Goeku village became Koja city while Misato and Gushikawa became Maehara. However,
when the U.S. military took rule at the end of the war and changes were once again made, the
population decreased and cities were broken down and returned to Goeku and Misato villages once
again.

Goeku village, which was developed as the base town in front of Kadena Air Base, changed its
name to Koza village in June of 1956, and later promoted to Koza city.

Two years after the reversion to mainland Japan, in 1974, Okinawa City was born through the
equal merger of Koza city and Misato village, which had close historical, geographical and social
relationships. It became a city again for the first time in 308 years after being separated in 1666
during the Ryukyu kingdom era.

Okinawa City declares itself as an “international cultural tourism city” and while preserving the
culture inherited from its predecessors, it has always prospered by gathering the power of its
citizens and promoting urban development that leads the future.
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Historic sites and cultural assets
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In Okinawa City, there are many historical and archeological sites, from shell mounds to folk art and crafts reminiscent of life of ancient people
during the Ryukyu kingdom era. Of these, 38 are designated registered cultural properties by the city, prefecture or country. In Okinawa City, we
protect cultural assets in the city as proud history and cultural heritage, and pass their value on to future generations.
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Traditional culture
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Traditional culture

Okinawa’s performing arts can be broadly divided into court performing arts, which began in the Ryukyu dynasty and folk performing arts performed by the
common people.

Court performing arts was first performed to welcome messengers from China during the Ryukyu Kingdom era, and is generally called Ryukyu dance or
Ryukyu classical music. The opera “Kumiodori”, a combination of Ryukyu dance, classical music and dialogue, is unique to Okinawa and was designated as a
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Property (World Heritage) in November 2010. In Okinawa City, it has been handed down as one of the events to celebrate the
harvest of Dakujaku village, the former Goeku district. It was temporarily interrupted by the Battle of Okinawa, but was brought back in 1983.

Folk performing arts are traditional indigenous songs and dances that have been handed down to the local communities since ancient times. “Eisa dancing”, a
Obon festival ceremony that has been passed down to Okinawa City, is famous all over the country now and has become synonymous of Okinawa City.
“Usude-ku” and “shishimai”, performed only by women after the prayer for a year of good harvest, and “Chondaraa”, a celebratory dance that is said to have
come from Kyoto, are firmly rooted in local festivals.

In addition, Okinawa City produces many excellent singers and composers of Okinawan folk songs, and is widely known as the city of music and sanshin.



—
w
2
g

HRMmDEA

ZDYHEIFSEFE I MONTNET,

Their achievements are still handed down today.
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Great locals who left a solid footprint in the history of Okinawa.
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UFUGUSUKU Kenyu (Uni-Ufugusiku)
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Warlord who served Sho Taikya
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As a child his name was Matsugani. According to tradition, his father is said
to be Gushikawa Makiri Kyan Castle’s ruler, Enobi Ufuyaku. According to
the Ryukyu kingdom's official history, “Kyuyo”, Ogusuku Kenyuu’s physique
was extraordinarily and extremely strong. He served prince Sho Taikyt who
ruled the area and after the throne of the king, served as princess Momotoag-
ari’s attendant when she was marrying Amawari, but once he found out about
his planned rebellion, he fled the castle carrying Momotoagari on his back.
After arriving at the royal castle, he purged the enemies. In 1458, the king
took over the command of the subjugation army and besieged Katsuren
castle, but the castle was firm and ssive and could not be taken down. It
is said that Ogusuku then disguised as a woman to sneak into the castle, and
later successfully assassinated Amawari.
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Mother of Okinawan
social welfare
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Shima Masu was born in 1900 in Misato Magiri Iha village (currently Uruma
city). After graduating from Okinawa Prefectural Women's Normal School,
she became an elementary school teacher, but the battle of Okinawa in 1945
forever changed her life. Shima Masu, whose beloved child died in the war,
returned to her job as a teacher after the war ended. Finishing her career as a
teacher at the age of 49, Shima Masu was appointed by the U.S. occupation to
become a welfare member of Goeku village. Her job was responding to the
social problems of women doing special businesses with U.S. soldiers, as
well as youth delinquency and crime. At the age of 58, she became secre-
tary-general of the Chubu District Social Welfare Council, and continued to
n organization that nurtured people and engaged in social welfare
activities.
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ASATO Shusho (Tobi Asato)
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A Ryukyu birdman who flew the
sky with his self-made
flying machine
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Asato was active as a fireworks craftsman and lived in Goeku village. He is
famous in Okinawa as the man who is said to have flew the sky well before
the Wright Brothers. As a child, Shushou was always curious with flight and
would catch birds that fly to weigh their feathers and study their mechanisms.
Shushou’s flying machine used the elasticity of the bow to raise and lower the
wings with your feet, and is said to have been made of bamboo, basho cloth,
bird feathers, among others. The place where he flew is said to be a cliff off
of Awase. In Goeku, there is still a site dedicated to Shushou’s former
residence, and in Goeku elementary school there is a statue of Shushou
reminding children the importance of taking on challenges.
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Founding father of modern
Ryukyu folk songs
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Choki Fukuhara was born in Teruya district of Goeku village in 1903, and
has been known locally as a sanshin player since his youth. In 1923, he
moved to Osaka at the age of 21 and worked for a spinning mill factory. In
1923, he had a chance to cut a record with the Tsubame stamp label, record-
ing the two songs “Hantabaru” and “Naakuninguwaa.” Later Fukuhara found-
ed Marufuku Records in Osaka in 1927 where he worked on record produc-
tion, focusing on Ryukyu folk songs, writing and composing new songs, and
selling records himself. He would sell records riding a bicycle with a phono-
graph placed on its bed. For this he was nicknamed “Chikonkee Fukubaru™
from fellow Okinawans in Kansai. In 1993, to celebrate the 90th anniversary

of his birth, a commemorative monument was built near the entrance to
Okinawa Zoo & Museum.
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