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. “Chibana Hanaori” is a nationally designated traditional craft that has been revived since the Ryukyu kingdom era.
" Thie proud traditions of Okinawa Cifj’ Siweaving techniques has been passed on t@ithesfuture.
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Textiles with Okinawan roots
Chibana hanaori is
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one of the textile technologies that have been passed down to Chibana, the former Misato vi

age and the Noborikawa area.

Okinawa, the only subtropical island in Japan, has long created a unique dynasty culture as a base for international trade in Asia. The culture has produced many splendid handicrafts, and
it has been handed down beyond eternity to the present age, and “Chibana hanaori” can be said to be a gem that bloomed in the flow of the Ryukyu dynasty and the great trade era of
Okinawa. The origin is not certain, but since the 18th century, the traditional textile “Chibana hanaori” has been used mainly in the old Misato village Chibana and the Noborikawa area
(now Okinawa City). The weaved pieces of art have been widely loved by local people to wear as the formal outfit for August 14th Umaharashii (men’s horse racing festivities) as well as
August 15th, Usudeeku, and for the finest performances of a play on the lunar calendar. “Usudeek otive dance that is held in the Chibana area, a festival for women who wish for

vest. On August 15th of the lunar calendar, wearing a kimono made of Chibana hanaori, a votive dance of Usudeeku will take place at Chibana public hall. Usdeeku's official
outfits are usually kept in a safe place, but they wear outfits called watazin and dujin and perform songs and dances while hitting the drum. It is a ceremonial ritual passed down to the area
where you can still experience the roots of Chibana hanaori weaving
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Dyeing and weaving that closely matches your current lifestyle

Chibana hanaori is made mainly by natural dyes grown on Okinawa, using
unique techniques and extremely detailed handicrafts. The material is dyed
with vegetable dyes such as Ryukyu indigo using cotton, silk and hemp yarns.

It features a tateuki hanaori, a pattern that floats continuously in the vertical
direction, and a nuitori hanaori, a thread that floats like embroidery. While
keeping the traditional style of cotton, which is a combination of kasuri or a
lattice pattern and a floating pattern, the current lifestyle and breadth are
colorful, using silk thread dyed with natural plants and processed yarn.

We are developing colorful coloring to match the sensitivity of new
generations Chibana hanaori, whose successors decreased in the hundreds of
years since its birth and was about to be forgotten from people’s memory,
started a study group in year 2000 with the aim of industrializing Chibana
hanaori in Okinawa City. The last three Chibana hanaori handicrafts were
designated as preserved folk cultural properties of the city. In 2008, it was
incorporated as a business cooperative and in 2010 it was designated as a
traditional craft product in Okinawa prefecture. In addition, in July 2012,
Chibana hanaori was designated as a national traditional craft. We are actively
working on production starting with the traditional style of kimono as well as
accessories such as ties, with the support of the government, the development
of leather goods in collaboration with a long-established bag shop in the local
area, and the development of Kariyushi wear at a major commercial facility.
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Chibana hanaori, is loved in the area as a celebratory dress and stage costume, has tied up with various organizations

AT SBE R ERS and companies as familiar traditional crafts to create modern new products, and recently even collaborated with sports
SITPEE wmsE teams to create sportswear. In addition, with the support of the city, a successor development program has been

KAMIDA Naomi developed to continually foster leaders of traditional crafts. While incorporating rich ideas from new weavers, it is also

Vice President, Chibana Hanaori used in the dcvclopmcnt of §cc0ndary processed produc.ts. ) ) . ] o

Business Cooperative In the future, we strive to vigorously develop the local industry in Okinawa City, while also aiming to spread the word
of Chibana hanaori to a much wider audience.
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Okinawa City hosts many large-scale events that represent Okinawa prefecture, such as the Okinawa Zento Eisa Festival and
Okinawa Marathon. You can enjoy various events throughout the year, unique to an international city with residents from more than

50 countries around the globe.

/' Okinawa Marathon
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One of the most well known marathons of Okinawa prefecture, this marathon plenty of events that can be enjoyed by
includes a full marathon hosted by the Japan Athletic Federation, which starts at parents and children, such as singing,
the Okinawa Comprehensive Athletic Park, and runs around the area through dancing, street performance shows and
Okinawa City. The marathon gathers many runners as participants each year. special workshops at the Wonder Museum.
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Eisa night
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During the period from June 13th, the
anniversary of the city’s “Eisa Town
Declaration” during the old obon festival and
the Okinawa All Island Eisa Festival will be
held together. You can enjoy powerful
performances of eisa every weekend at
venues throughout the city.
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Okinawa City industry festival
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The industry festivals are where products produced and
processed in Okinawa City, such as agricultural products
and crafts, are brought together for display and sold. There
are also manufacturing experience booths and booths from
brother sister cities outside the prefecture, and is a popular
event with many visitors from across the island.
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Okinawa Zoo & Museum festival
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During the golden week, there will be
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Peaceful Love Rock Festival
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“Peaceful Love Rock Festival” is an outdoor
rock and roll festival that began in 1983. The
event, which brings together musicians of all
ages, from veterans to young, has grown together

with the local community and has become one of
Okinawa’s summertime traditions.
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Okinawa Zento Eisa Festival
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The largest eisa event in the prefecture which began during
the Koza era, before the conversion to Okinawa City in 1956.
A total of 300,000 spectators have gathered to date for the
annual festival held at Koza Sports Park, with youth
associations from all over the island coming together to

Eastern seaside
fireworks
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Large scale fireworks launched in
cooperation with the “Eastern Seaside
Festival” which began to commemorate the
Eastern seashore development project. The
local “Eastern Festival” is also held on the
same day, and it is one of the most popular
events for citizens of Okinawa.

deliver a powerful performance.
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Okinawa international carnival
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Local organizations and foreigners residing in Okinawa City gather BE MBI EOOETITNONZEA
along the main avenue, Koza gate street, in a lively and BABDITIATZARY N BLED

international parade with cross cultural exchange between citizens.
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I\ The largest Christmas event in Okinawa held
— w each year at the Okinawa Zoo&Museum. The
7 I Z T ‘r l \} l/ entire park is illuminated with around 1.4 million
Koza moto rspo rts festival light bulbs, and various events such as a laser

beam show as well as a snowfall show are held.
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This is a comprehensive motorsports event started in 2015 by
Okinawa City, aiming to realize the construction of the Okinawa
circuit, to make citizens and residents of the prefecture aware of the

appeal of motorsports. Four-wheeled and two-wheeled athletes from
all over the prefecture gather to compete in the race.
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Okinawa City is full of various performing arts such as eisa, Awase
chondara and Ryukyu folk songs. It is a luxurious cultural event
where you can appreciate and experience the local performing arts
from outside the city in addition to excellent performances by its
citizens.
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