
 

 
 

 

Okinawa City is located in the heart of Okinawa's main island. With an area 
of 48.99 square kilometers, it is the second largest city in Okinawa. The city 
links the northern and southern parts of the island, making it a center for 
business and medical leaders, cultural programs, and government services. 
The population of Okinawa City is about 134,000, and it 
is the second largest after Naha City. Since one out of 
every 100 people in the city is a foreigner, it is said that 
Okinawa City is an international city. Okinawa City is 
mostly plateau with occasional areas inclining toward 
valleys or the sea. Okinawa City's subtropical climate 
brings an annual average temperature of 22.4 degrees Celsius; humidity, 
76.5%; and precipitation, 2,000mm 

 

 
About 36 percent of the area of Okinawa City is occupied by U.S. military 
facilities, giving it the name “the town of bases”. The city’s businesses have 
developed for the most part to accommodate the U.S. forces in the area, so the 
city has a unique atmosphere not found in other of 
the island’s cities. When you walk down the streets of 
the city, you will hear the sound of hard rock and 
sanshin, see red tile roofs and signs in English, and 
encounter both Asian and Latin restaurants on the 
same street corner. One of the main charms of Okinawa City is its “champuru 
culture”, a mixture of traditional Okinawan with other cultures.  
 



 

 
The natural beauty of Okinawa City has changed, but some nature is still 
evident in various places. There are subtropical plants and animals at the 
Taki Yanbaru Forest in the northern area of Okinawa City. You can see small 
creatures such as crabs and guppies as well as plants at the Hija River. The 
Awase Tideland is the largest destination for migratory birds in Okinawa, 
making it the best place to enjoy bird watching. Unique 
insects and birds that exist in subtropical climates can be 
seen in parks and open spaces. 
 

      

 

 
 



 
 

 
Okinawa City is known for being a music town, having given birth to a 
variety of bands and singers throughout the years. It also hosts the famous 
Annual Okinawa All-Island Eisa Festival, which has now become a 
traditional annual event. After World Was II, the Okinawan government 
started to focus on entertainment to lift people’s spirit. As a result, Okinawan 
folksongs became popular. Jazz was popular during the Korean War, in 1951; 
rock was popular during the Vietnam War in the 1960s, and anti- war and folk 
songs were popular in the late 1960s. Okinawan folksongs, jazz, rock and 
folk all combined to form the basis of music in Okinawa City, one of the 
reasons that the area has produced many good musicians.  

 



 
★Peaceful Love Rock Festival 
Rock in Koza 
was born in the 
middle of the 
1960s. This 
festival started 
in 1983 to call 
for love and 
peace. The 
venue is filled 
with heat and 
excitement in 
early summer.  
★Okinawa International Carnival 
This carnival is held on Gate 2 street in Goya. People from the United States, 
Central and South America, China, India and other countries perform their 
countries’ songs and dances and introduce their local cuisine. This carnival 
has an exotic atmosphere befitting an international city. 

 
 
 
 
 




